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1)

2)

Abstract

In summary, the foreign policy of Thailand during the Cold
War can be categorized into three periods as follows:

Early period of the Cold War The foreign policy of Thailand during this

period was largely influenced by domestic factors more than external
factors and was designed to serve the political and security interests of
powerful groups rather than to national security. It is a foreign policy that is
based on the exploitation of external factors (a clearly defined bi-polar
international system and the anti - communist foreign policy of the United
States) in serving the political and security interests of powerful groups
/government of the period (such as during the governments of General P.
Pibulsonggram and Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat). This period witnessed
the dependency of the Government on influential external factors in
strengthening domestic political base and in facilitating the elimination of

perceived internal political enemies.

Mid-period of the Cold War External factors have directly and significantly

influenced the shaping of security perceptions and the formulation of Thai
foreign policy. Security issues and the survival of the nation-state were of
highest importance in the national agenda of Thailand. The influence of
Ideological factors both monopolized and decisively influenced the
formulation of domestic and foreign policies. It was perceived that the
interest of the United States was the interest of Thailand as well.
International relations was perceived as a struggle between two opposing
forces of “Good” and “Evil” and between the dark side black and bright

side of international relations. (Manichean view).
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3)

End of the Cold War The major powers of both camps began to show signs

of policy adjustment and change in their interests and relationship to each
other. The position and national interests of major powers of both camps,
impacted the balance of power (at both the global and regional levels) and
the foreign policies of all countries (including Thailand) reaffirmed and
confirmed that in international relations there are no permanent friends or
enemies only permanent interests. It also testified that the definition of
security has become more complex and broader than just the political and
security dimensions. The waning of ideological factor, which was highly
predominant during the Cold War period, has transformed the power

structure in the international system into more visible shades of grey.

During the Cold War period the foreign policy of
Thailand towards neighboring countries was both directly and indirectly
influenced by the various developments and changes as well as the conflict
and cooperation between major powers throughout the 45 years of the Cold

War period.
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