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Abstract

This research aims to understand U Thuzana’s network and his cross-border movement to
conduct religious activities in Thailand since 2010. The research has been conducted during May 2014-
May 2015 by collecting both secondary and primary data. Secondary data includes Burmese and Karen
texts on U Thuzana’s life history and activities. Primary data is gathered from Thai-Myanmar borderland,
in the area of Mae Sod, Tha Song Yang, Mae Ramad and Phobphra District of Tak Province and Doi Tao
and Mae Wang District of Chiang Mai Province in Thai side and in the area of Karen State of Myanmar.
The research found that U Thuzana is a charismatic Karen monk from Myaing Gyi Ngu, who combined
three visions and missions: meritorious king-like leader in Buddhist cosmology, modernized development
leader and Karen nationalistic leader. His movement attracts diverse groups of people who are connected
in an assemblage-like network, a concept proposed by Latour (1999) and DeLanda (2006). The three
main groups observed in this assemblage are first, the Karen former followers of Khuba charismatic
monks in Northern Thailand. They mostly welcome the coming of U Thuzana and actively participate in
the construction of the stupas in Doi Tao and Mae Wang District. The second group is Karen migrant
workers, most of who concentrate in central Thailand and the last group is wealthy business people who
supports resources or provide opportunities for the movement’s acitivities. Each group contributes in their
own way to the movement which increases other groups’ capacities and helps expanding the network.
Tensions and conflict have also arisen contributing to the movement dynamic. This research also
recommends that the support from agencies concerned should be given for further study of movement of
many religious groups and sects which actively operate in the borderland. The study should be used as a
basis for the development of sound policy and implementation for the peaceful coexistence and better
living of people, in the context of special economic zone development launched by both Thai and

Myanmar government.
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