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Abstract

The research delves into the social origin of the recent Burmese returnees to
Myanmar and their entrepreneurial skills in making a living. The study was conducted in
3 cities of southeastern Myanmar; Myawaddy, Hpa-an and Mawlamyine. Myanmar,
under the process of political and economic reform, has thrived on various infrastructure
projects to promote trade and investment. The development promises connectivity and
economic growth, but the imaginary seems excessive to an extent. The infrastructural
improvement cannot realize changes as expected, for lack of complete infrastructure

system. Some projects also remind about the enduring military power and oppression.

Recent return to Myanmar is the search for possibility of better life. It is actually
ongoing mobility. These returnees see the present Myanmar as social field of hope.
They discover the hitherto unnoticed profit opportunity- alertness. The entrepreneurship
intersects with various social forces, including significantly improved civil rights and
freedom, accumulated capital, social obligation with homeland, and the current Burmese
political situation. These small-scaled entrepreneurs run business based upon sequent

decision-making. They adopt several strategies to overcome existing obstacles.

Furthermore, the emergence of entrepreneurs has brought about many effects.
Their market participation reinvigorates local economy and urbanization. Individuals are
more anxious with their future and return possibility. Being hopeful is both motive and
lubricant for the return project. In ethnoscapes, voluntary return is a way to end the state
of displacement, but the effort remains in a sense of unease. Movement, then, has
never been completed, and rather becomes multi-transitional. The mobility dynamics
challenge conventional categories under migration studies. These entrepreneurs are

moving forward through possibility, living more in transnational social spaces.
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® Trade zone: open in 2008, 11 km away from the border, 200 ha
® Industrial zone: completed by 2015, 527 ha, north—local, south—
mvestors labor-intensive industries, Thai electricity, not SEZ area
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Industrial Zones

Source: Myawaddy District General Administration Department
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