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Abstract

This study was qualitative and quantitative study and its objectives were to (1) determine
problems, roles and development potentials of Wiang Municipality, in terms of physical, economic and
social aspects which were obtained from brainstorming of local administrative government, population
and other involved sectors in the areas, in order to be preparative for ASEAN Economic Community,
(2) study problems and difficulties of the policies, laws and obligations in the management of local and
community land utilization, (3) determine the local government’s readiness in the aspect of land use,
and (4) find out tools or guidelines to improve the potentials of local administrative government in land
use management with the community participation to be ready for ASEAN Economic Community. The
study area was in Wiang Municipality, Chiang khong district, Chiang Rai province and the sample
group for quantitative study was 236 people in the area. In addition, the study tool was the
questionnaire asking for their opinions on problems found in Chiang khong area in terms of physical,
economic and social aspects when there was ASEAN Economic Community. For the sample group of
qualitative study, the representatives of both government and private sectors, including those from
local communities attended a workshop to find out the real problems in the area and also the impacts
from land use, as well as brainstorm for the guidelines to develop the potentials of local administrative
government in land use management with the community participation, leading to policy suggestion
for practical and concrete operations.

The study revealed that the problems found in the Chiang khong border area, which had the
physical, economic and social impacts when there was ASEAN Economic Community, consisted of 1)
physical problems i.e. area invasion for both land and rivers and natural resource damage, 2)
economic problems i.e. decreasing income of local people, 3) social problems i.e. changing way of
living of local people. Additionally, laws and obligations related to land use under the authority of local
administrative government were studied and it was found that each Act of Thailand Law was different
and most of them were mainly about the land management for agriculture. Therefore, for the authority
of local administrative government especially Municipality, which was defined to be in the city area, it
was not much mentioned in the Act. However, practically, local administrative government still was
authorized to manage the area to be in peace in accordance with Land Code Act B.E. 2497, National
Environmental Quality Act B.E.2535, and City Planning Act B.E. 2518. The local administrative
government could analyze the possibility in managing land use under the land Law. Though the Law
facilitated the land use, the local administrative government still faced some problems and difficulties

in terms of roles, authorities, procedures in law and readiness of local administrative government.



From the above results and the meeting with administrators and involved officers to find out
the guidelines to develop the potentials of local administrative government in the management of land
use, it was found that the potential development of local administrative government in the land use
management in border city area for ASEAN Economic Community was essential and urgent to
proceed. Thus, the suggestions and guidelines could be divided to short term, middle term and long
term procedures as follow: 1) short term was to improve the potential of the area to be more accurate
and the community should determine the area zone for city development, industrial development and
agricultural development to be appropriate with its capacity. Moreover, all sectors, especially civil
society should participate in land use management as well as educate local people for ASEAN
Economic Community, 2) middle term was to prepare knowledgeable working team in city
development and to point local people, government sectors, educational institutes, private sectors and
investors to understand the right directions of city development, 3) long term was the land use
management by the local administrative government according to the National City Planning Act which
should be added to the Municipality development plans. This could bring the integrated development

plan, for instance, integrating and covering all physical, social and economic aspects.
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