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Abstract

In the era of globalization and regionalization, English is increasingly being used as
a means of communication. Meanwhile, with the introduction of new communication
technology, it has been our concern that local wisdom and culture may eventually
disappear. This research aims to develop a set of Grade 4 English instructional innovation
based on local Thainess and assess the impacts of the innovation in 1) enhancing the
students’ knowledge of local Thainess, 2) integrating their local Thainess knowledge with
their English knowledge in a simulated tour-guide task, and 3) enhancing the students’
satisfaction with the innovation. A school in Samut Sakhon, an area at risk of losing its local
culture due to the influx of Burmese immigrants, was chosen. A survey questionnaire of 25
sites located in the province was constructed and administered to local residents to elicit
the top 8 places to be the topics of the innovation. Subsequently, a set of innovation and
accompanying multimedia materials were developed, representing several aspects of the
province: history, geography, arts, environment, and culture. The innovation was
implemented to a class of 37 locally born Grade 4 students for a period of 11 weeks.

The 8 lessons are Nang Sao Temple, Five Color Thai Procelain Village, Phanthai
Norasing Shrine and Khok Kham Canal, Samut Sakhon Marine Aquarium, Krok Krak
Temple, City Pillar Shrine, Tha Chalom, and Fruit Orchards and Flower Gardens. Each
lesson follows the same format, beginning with vocabulary and followed by reading. The
success of the innovation was assessed by 1. the pre/posttest administered in the first and
last classes to observe local Thainess based knowledge gain, 2. the tour-guide simulation
task requiring the students to integrate their knowledge of local Thainess and the English
language, and 3. the questionnaire eliciting the learners’ satisfaction with the innovation.
The analysis of pre and posttest scores by a paired t-test revealed the significant increase
in mean scores at p. < 0.01 (t = 26.68, p = .000), demonstrating the positive impact of the
innovation in enhancing their local Thainess knowledge. The tour-guide task performed
suggested the students’ capacity in integrating their local Thainess knowledge with their
English knowledge. Finally, the mean value of over 4.20 in the satisfaction questionnaire
indicated that the students were very satisfied with the innovation.

Based on the results, the innovation has proved to pedagogically help promote
English language learning and local Thainess. The project is considered a means to
mobilize cooperation from other sectors including families, school administrators, school
teachers/students, and communities. This study also encourages young learners to
appreciate their own local culture while learning English. Finally, the innovation was
demonstrated to improve the students’ English and instill in them the pride of local
Thainess, complying with the national policy for sustainable development.
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