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Abstract
This reaserch and development aims at a production of culturable juveniles of the sandfish Holothuria
scabra to marketable size and at rearing hatchery- produced juveniles to broodstock. The technology
employed were basically from previous scientifically published data, but is extended to the use of pond-
reared broodstock instead of natural ones. Additionally, seawater-adapted red tilapia were co-cultured with

the sandfish to enhance the sandfish growth rate.



We were able to produce the sandfish juveniles but the amount produced was too low for commercial
distribution; this has become the bottle- neck of our operation and thus needs to be addressed more
intensively. On the good side, we were able to produce healthy sandfish broodstock in 100-ton canvas tanks
and used them for offspring production. This could be the first step in the breeding program of sandfish for
better growth and survival in the near future.

We had also tried culturing our limited number of sandfish juveniles in reservoirs of shrimp farms
and the animal grew to marketable size in less than one year. We hope that this would create more income
to shrimp growers, especially those emplying new system of culture with vast area of researvoir.

Preliminary calculation of investment budget and returns indicates that both hatchery owner and
farmers are profitable in the sandfish rearing, provided that adequate amount of sandfish juvenile can be

produced.

Key Words: sandfish; Holothuria scabra; seawater-adapted red tilapia; sandfish juvenile; pond-reared

sandfish broodstock



