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Abstract

Thailand is one of gold jewelry potential exporter. In 2012, total gold jewelry
(HS7113.19) export from Thailand worth 2,080.64 million USD, ranking 11" of the highest
gold jewelry exporter of the world. However, exporting gold jewelry to countries with
hallmark system as UK and Switzerland has implicit cost to Thai exporter caused by the
local hallmark system. Since all export articles must go through the process of assaying and
hallmarking by local assay office which may damage the article and take time up to a few
months raise an opportunity cost to both side of trader. Thus, if Thailand can provide
hallmarking which well accepted by the importer, then it will both benefit the exporter
greatly and develop reputation of Thailand as gold jewelry quality producer.

The ultimate goal of soon-to-be Thailand hallmark system is to be accepted by
Hallmarking Convention and be its member or at least we should use the privilege of the
convention for the exporter sake. To build up Thailand hallmark successfully and eventually
well received by international level, there are three requirements must be met: 1) establish
Thai assay office which completely independent from entrepreneur 2) receive well support
from both private sector and government sector 3) publicize and educate both domestic

entrepreneur and consumer about hallmark.

Thailand should begin its hallmark in voluntary system the same as Switzerland,
India, and Singapore. The advantage of voluntary scheme also requires less capital in all

ways including time than compulsory scheme. Plus, offering gold jewelry entrepreneur a



choice to have hallmark would be easier than force them. Also chance of entrepreneur gets

against the scheme.

To suggest the way to establish Thai Assay Office which support Thai gold jewelry
exporter, we concluded that we should take the first step establishing Thai Assay Office by
the method of co-founding with Assay Office from United Kingdom. In this step, our exporter
can enjoy benefit of UK hallmark and we can stamp dual hallmarks, UK’s and Thai’s, to let
our importer recognize our mark. After that, we gradually create Mutual Recognition
Agreement (MRA) or Mutual or Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with other hallmark
country begins with ASEAN, Middle East and Europe respectively. At this moment, there is
one assay office in UK get interest in co-founding new assay office in Thailand with Thai

organization.

In this research also suggest co-operation of three parties to construct Thai hallmark
system 1) GJPCT as representative of private sector and main organization who both push
and support Thai hallmark system 2) the neutral organization who will take the responsibility
of Thai Assay Office 3) government organizations who provide hallmark support environment
i.e. Ministry of Commerce, Royal Thai Police, Thai Industrial Standard Institute, and Office of

The Consumer Protection Board.
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