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Abstract

“WU-TRF Collaborative for Development of the Area Based Research Project”
under the second contract, incorporated into Institute of Research and Development
structure, is a crucial driving force of Walailak University research to meet the
demand of Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The research scope covers the
occupational supports, natural resources and community health with the focus area
in Pak Panang Basin. The research project is encouraged to cross-discipline through
research unit, developed with community as well as government sectors and then
assessed. Six research projects, mainly on dengue fever, were granted in 2014 and 13
research projects, mainly on native rices, were granted in 2015. The remaining budget
was subsequently used to support other 11 research projects in Pak Panang Basin. In
additions, “WU-TRF Collaborative for Development of the Area Based Research
Project” has developed the supporting system for Area Based Collaborative (ABC)
research in both institutional and network levels. The system is designed not to
polarize between the socially engaged research and the purely academic research
but to give them appropriate supports and values. The purely academic research is
linked to innovation served community whereas the socially engaged research is
aimed to publish in the international journals. However, the number of publication
from the research grants has been below the target and the course for new
researchers has not been organized. The latter is compensated by the research unit

structure and the new researcher course by National Research Council.
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