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Abstract

This research project was funded by the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) to study the
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which are active in corruption prevention and
investigation in Thailand. The objective of this project is to learn the roles, tools,
effectiveness, and limitations of these anti-corruption NGOs. There are six NGOs selected as
case studies namely the Anti-Corruption Organization of Thailand (ACT), the Committee
Nation Associate Anti-Corruption Network (NACN), the Thai Chamber of Commerce, the
Committee on Economic Development in Southern Area, Transparency Thailand, and the
Foundation for a Clean and Transparent Thailand. The research methodology includes elite
interview, which had been conducted from September 2014 to February 2015, and reviewing

literature such as articles and news. The research project took five months to completion.

The research finds that anti-corruption NGOs in Thailand can be categorized into two
types according to their main roles: prevention and investigation. Almost all case studies rely
on network creation, i.e. inviting more and more people to join their groups, as the main
tool. This is found to be one of the factors leading to effectiveness of the NGOs.
Nevertheless, collective action theory suggests that the effectiveness of NGOs which run on
voluntary basis could be affected by group size and heterogeneity among group members.
Hence, it should be ensured that, while expanding network by recruiting more members,
groups’ actions must not be used for other purposes such as argument in political conflict.
This is because not all members who share the anti-corruption ideology would mutually
agree on other ideologies or ideas. Furthermore, a limitation shared by all studied groups is
insufficient resources — in terms of financial, personnel, and office-related materials. It is also
found that cooperation between groups is still limited and should be supported - especially
between groups which play prevention role and groups which emphasizes investigation role
- because in the provinces outside Bangkok where power is still largely vested in public

sector, dealing with corruption problem takes both prevention and investigation.



