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Executive Summary

It is undeniable that there is not only one particular cultural pattern existing in a
society. Although some aspects of the nation’s history point to evidence that the ruling class
and the Thai Nation-State (in some periods) wanted to create a specific socio-cultural model
which guided people to behave in the same way, “cultural diversity” is still reflected through
people’s different ways of life. Cultural diversity is a result of lifestyle heterogeneity caused
by multiple factors, such as family backerounds and social contexts. These factors encourage
differences or diversity to arise or are reproduced to the point they become something
ordinary for people within that particular society. To be specific, it involves diversity in terms
of language, food, history, beliefs, customs and traditions, practices, arts and culture, social
values and many other things that different groups of humans construct and pass on in both
solid and abstract forms, which have existed, been changed, adapted continuously over the

course of time.

Since the world entered the great leap forward era, technological advancement has
brought about changes, exposed differences, and fostered diversity. This is a result of a
diversity of peoples moving, exchanging and interacting with one another. While the original
culture, which is the foundation of the community, survives to a great extent, the community
as a whole is subject to the influence of new cultural trends that accompany the fast-paced
and widespread development. Physical and biological changes of the people, as well as
socio-cultural changes, have become a significant issue that enables people to live in a

society comprising considerable cultural diversity.

This report is a complete written record of “Community Participation in Cultural
Diversity Based Learning Management for Enhancing Competency among Children and Youths
Project” which was supported by the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) and the
Thailand Research Fund (TRF). This is testimony to the confidence they hold in the Research

Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University to conduct this project with



the aim of empowering children and youths to learn about cultural diversity which exists in
their societies. The learning process was conducted with the participation of people in
Phuttamonthon District (Amphoe Phuttamonthon) which included three sub-districts
(Tambon): Mahasawat, Klong Yong and Salaya. The objectives of the projects are: 1) to survey
cultural diversity in Amphoe Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Prathom Province 2) to strengthen
community participation in developing learning skills for appreciating cultural diversity in
children and youths and 3) to construct knowledge and tools for working on cultures with

community participation in order to develop children and youths’ potentials.

In conducting this project, the researchers invited children and youths, community
leaders, teachers, local administrations, and stakeholders from Amphoe Phuttamonthon to
participate in the project by creating new experiences, exchanging knowledge, and sharing
skills required for community work. The project was conducted through a creative working
process with the participation of children and youths from the three sub-districts. The
participants were composed of 60 children and youths, nine community leaders and six local
wisdom gurus. They were divided into six main groups as working teams and finally produced
six pieces of creative media as research outputs which well-reflected cultural diversity in their

communities. The details of the research process are as follows:

Research Project Results

- According to the survey of cultural diversity in Amphoe Phuttamonthon, Nakhon
Pathom based on document reviews, interviews and focus group discussions of local
wisdom gurus, community leaders and academics who had experiences in working
with the community in Amphoe Phuttamonthon, it was found that cultural diversity
of Amphoe Phuttamonthon can be divided into 7 types as described below:

1) Arts and culture along with local wisdom - tacit knowledge of artists who were
songmasters and local wisdom gurus. These people were competent since they
inherited and passed on the knowledge of arts, culture and local wisdom. Besides,
they were also accepted by the community and organizations. Concurrently, arts

and culture, newly invented by advanced technology and modernity in Bangkok,



disseminated to this local area and were absorbed into the local people’s way of
life.

Local history — stories, legends and important historical events, especially those
in relation to the royal family and geographical landscapes with various canals
flowing through the local area. While local history functioned as a tool of
reinforcing and informing the collective consciousness of local people, new
history was also created by new-comers to the community, cultural dissemination,
and current, modern-era events.  This is reflected in the cultural diversity of
Amphoe Phuttamonthon.

Traditions - traditions related to Buddhism and those invented as a spiritual anchor
for the people in Amphoe Phuttamonton, such as the tradition called ‘Tak Baad
Thorng Nam’ in which people offer food to Buddhist monks on boats during Loy
Kratong festival.

Occupations — rice farming, lotus farming, boat building and orchid breeding were
main and original occupations of local people living in the area with the natural
environmental settings. However, there were new emerging occupations resulting
from economic growth and expansion of the community in Amphoe
Phuttamonthon. This has generated employment and new jobs so that work is no
longer limited to the typical types of occupations.

People - the old timers were the original residents and lived in the community
since it was established. Since then, new-comers have arrived from different
cultural backgrounds, which has had various effects, such as increased fertility in
the community, productivity growth, land sharing, and the emergence of
organizations.  These positive factors have attracted continuous migration to
Amphoe Phuttamonthon.

Religion and beliefs — Amphoe Phuttamonthon is considered as a center of
Buddhism due to the Phuttamonthon Buddhist site which is located in the
proximity of the community. There are also other religious groups living in the

area including Muslims and Christians, who have places for worship nearby.



Food - the contemporary cuisine which is evident demonstrates novelty and
conforms to the people’s tastes and modern way of life together with traditional
dishes, such as Mu-Hong or stewed duck, which are typical of Phuttamonthon

cuisine.

The process of strengthening community participation in developing children and

youths’ learning potentials with respect to cultural diversity consisted of the following

activities:

O A forum on “Integration and creation of cultural learning with participatory

process: reflecting experiences of the community and suggestions for
developing learning activities” was set up. All parties including children and
youths, community leaders, representatives of organizations in Amphoe
Phuttamonthon, as well as academicians, participated in the activity. The aim
of this activity was to examine knowledge and understanding of cultural issues
and cultural diversity, and to stimulate people’s interest by inviting and
selecting children, youths and local leaders to participate in the project.

A forum for the children, youths and local leaders who participated in the
project was organized in order to review and clarify its objectives, aims, and
benefits. In addition, there was a presentation regarding knowledge of cultural
diversity within the local context. This event also allowed the community to
participate directly in the project process by co-designing and planning
activities for reinforcing cultural diversity. Children and youths had an
opportunity to produce creative documentary media on their own.

An activity for enhancing learning skills in producing media and creative
documentary was arranged. It was a fieldwork activity with the great support
of local people in the community. It aimed to train the children and youths
to work in their own community according to their interests. The value of
cultural diversity as capital formed the philosophical basis was used as a basis
for activities. The focus was on learning through experience and taking

practical action by themselves, for example, encouraging children and youths



to question and discuss issues based on their interest and understanding of
the content, stimulating their enthusiasm for learning within a local cultural
context, promoting a willingness to create new knowledge and disseminate
that knowledge to public.

Activities for directing, monitoring and strengthening the learning process for
developing skills in creative documentary media production for children and
youths were implemented. Knowledge of cultural diversity was also fostered
with an emphasis on issues related to the interests of the children and youths
in familiar contexts. During the process implementation, they were not only
supported by academic experts and the team of researchers as their advisors,
but also by local wisdom gurus and members of the local community. The
involvement these people led to the achievement of the project’s objectives.
The successful outcome of the project was demonstrated through the creative
documentary media produced by children and youths which reflected their
knowledge and understanding of cultural diversity. This success resulted from
the participation of numerous people in the community, including community
leaders, local wisdoms gurus and other participants who played an important
role in developing the skills of the children and youths and providing them
with the necessary knowledge.

A showcase forum of children and youths’ media was organised as a means
of furthering and magnifying the outcomes of the project. It served as a stage
of presenting the creative documentary media produced by the children and
youths to the community. Local people in the community were invited to
participate in the activity, as well as community leaders, chiefs of related local
organizations, other groups of non-participant children and youths from
different area, and other interested persons. Such a forum is especially
beneficial for the community as a whole in terms of exchanging valuable

knowledge which will undoubtedly reap considerable rewards in the future.



O Lessons-learned activity was conducted during post-implementation of the
learning process in order to collect and process the knowledge outcome, as
well as understanding of cultural diversity. The participants of this activity
included children and youths, community leaders, and key persons among
teachers who acted as mentors and participated in the project from the
beginning to the very end.

O The project also facilitated the following of tools and knowledge for
strengthening potentials for learning about cultural diversity in terms of
location-based learning. The research results had the following favourable
outcomes: 1) it demonstrated that the research location was a culturally
diverse area; 2) suitable tools for children and youths’ learning were
developed 3) the community became involved in the process of stimulating
children and youths’ learning, and 4) children and youths earned the requisite
qualifications for them to participate successfully in the project. Collectively,
these factors were crucial and should be considered essential prerequisites for
conducting similar projects or activities for developing children and youths’

learning skills for knowledge and appreciation of cultural diversity.



Impact of the project implementation

O There was an emergence of an alternative means to enhance children and
youths’ knowledge with no educational framework restrictions limited to a
particular pattern. Children and youths were able to co-create knowledge
content regarding cultural diversity in their own community in a lively manner
with the knowledge gained and skills developed which were guided by the
experts and the team of researchers. This also resulted from their
participation in the community-based learning, along with discussions with
people in their community. Consequently, they applied all resources as
materials for creating their works. This demonstrated their ability to learn
independently from stories, experiences and local data.

O Children and youths created new roles for themselves which shifted from
being students to becoming community practitioners through activities. They
had opportunities to specify topics, design and plan activities, assign roles to
group members, and solve immediate problems to achieve project goals. The
project implementation was beneficial by instilling their positive attitudes
towards the learning process, especially with regard to local information and
cultural diversity. Moreover, the project not only stimulated the children’s
curiosity and encouraged them to ask questions, but it also helped develop
their ability to adapt themselves and behave in a respectful manner when
meeting adults. As a result, the project created memories for them and
fulfilled their need to participate in community activities.

O Children and youths were given an opportunity to act as community
spokespersons who presented the knowledge content selected and created
by themselves from their own experiences, to the society at large. This should
prove to be a motivating force for them to further and expand the project, as
well as to reinforce their skills and understanding for continuous learning from

their surroundings. In addition, children were encouraged to appreciate the



knowledge and the learning process and the importance of keeping up with
changes occurring inside and outside their community.

O The roles of community leaders and teachers were changed. They became
mentors offering advice and care to the children and youths in order to
effectively execute the group tasks during in the fieldwork. This had a great
impact on their learning about the working process and the content
knowledge gained from the project participation. Accordingly, they now have
the capacity to further develop and adapt the knowledge based on their
expertise in order to create a variety of knowledge transfer processes to
children and youths by themselves without the need for monitoring by the
researchers. This resulted from their crucial capital of being close to children
and youths, community, and local culture.

O The learning process emerging from this project differs similarity from the
learning process relied on previously. It was a shift from the common pattern
learning process in which children were required to study and memorize
irrelevant information, to a process whereby children became learners of their
self-created content. Actually, this process could support children’s learning
in various ways together with other learning processes since they had the
same objective of educational development. However, this learning process
emphasized the means by which children learned deeply about themselves
by themselves, which will lead to the development of academic strengths

and a sense of community.

Recommendations

To drive the research project most effectively, the participation of community
‘insiders” should be made a part of the process from the beginning to the end.
Accordingly, this will strengthen and cultivate knowledge and an understanding of
information, process, and procedures of the project for the people in the community.

This will lead to the development and expansion of the project constructed by the



community themselves. For example, in terms of activity design, children and youths
participate in the stages of design and planning in order that they can carry out the
project based on their true passion and desire.

With regard to encouragement, support, and further coordination of the project, this
should be facilitated concretely by the community and local administrative
organizations since they can provide essential support such as finance and human
resources. They can also access supplementary elements or important mechanisms
which can determine local policies in various directions, especially towards the
development of local community culture, which is the heart of community
development from a community base.

Creative media should be used to stimulate the interest of children and youths or
prospective project participants. Furthermore, the role of a powerful mass media
should be emphasized and used to help in raise the awareness of the public since
they can produce content in various formats and tap into the perceptions of society
at large. Mass media should present content of activities or high-quality projects which
are beneficial to society. Therefore, mass media can serve as a catalyst for change
which creates a wisdom-oriented society in which people can express true love,

understanding and respect for human rights and cultural diversity.
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Abstract

The objectives of this research project were: 1) to survey cultural diversity in
Amphoe Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Pathom Province, 2) to strengthen community
participation in developing learning skills for appreciating cultural diversity in children and
youths and 3) to construct knowledge and tools for working on cultures with community
participation in order to develop children and youths’ potentials. In conducting this project
qualitative method were used together with community-based activities including
document review, interviews local participation, group discussions, and the setting up of a
forum for workshop meetings to present and exchange knowledge, and demonstrate
activities for children and youths to learn through experience about cultural diversity. The
participants in this research included local wisdom gurus, teachers, children and youths
numbering 75 in total, as well as the involvement of three local administrations in Amphoe

Phuttamonthon, Nakhon Pathom province.

According to the research results, it was found that: (1) There is cultural diversity in
Amphoe Phuttamonthon which can be divided into 7 types, namely. (i) culture and local
wisdom (ii) local history (iii) traditions (iv) occupations (v) people (vi) religion and beliefs and
(vii) food; (2) In terms of strengthening community participation, it is to develop children
and youths’ learning potentials with respect to cultural diversity. The project has identified
activities for using creative documentary media as a tool to support the learning process by
allowing the community to be a part of the thinking process at every stage of procedure to
the point that they were able to create six documentaries according to their interests and
passion; (3) Knowledge and know-how developed from working towards building an
appreciation of culture with community participation; i) the diversity in the research
location ii) the tools suitable for children and youths’ learning, iii) community involvement
in developing children’s learning skills iv) appropriate qualifications and preparedness of
the children and youths. This research has led to the reinforcement of knowledge and
understanding about cultural diversity such that the children will be able to live their lives
peacefully in the midst of diversity and be able to adapt to new cultural changes based on

equity within the community.

Keyword: Community Participation, Learning Arrangement, Children and Youths,

Cultural Diversity
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