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Abstract

The study on laws relating to agriculture contracts or agreements and the roles
of farmer protection organizations has the objective of studying problems pertaining
to agriculture contracts or agreements, including contract farming, that cause injustice
to farmers. The study’s aim is to find appropriate recommendations to improve
organizational structure, mechanism, legislation, and the role and duty of state
organizations that suit present economic and social situation. The study covers main
agriculture contracts or agreements on major produces namely, rice, corn, rubber,
chicken meat and chicken egg.

The study finds that the system of contract farming has been promoted and
used in Thailand for economic development. Contract farming benefits farmers in the
allocation of raw materials, production materials, including the transfer of agriculture
technology or knowledge to farmers. However, farmers are also at certain risks of not
being treated fairly due to their lack of understanding in contract content, in ability to
access information on contracts that they actually made, or unfair contract terms.

Despite the fact that there are many related legislations, however, they are not
specific to contract farming and cannot solve the problems of farmers being treated
unfairly. The study finds that currently there are 3 draft legislations relating to
contract farming, namely, Unfair Contract Terms Bill No. .)B.E. ..., The Promotion

and Development of Fair Contract Farming Bill B.E. ... and the Office of the Prime

Minister’s Regulation on the Committee on the Promotion and Development of Fair
Contract Farming B.E. 2559. The study on contract farming of other countries and on
UNIDROIT guidelines on contract farming shows that Thailand’s draft legislations
can be improved in order to better protect parties to the contract. Recommended
improvements include improvement on definition, contract making process, duties of
the parties, exemption of liability of farmers in certain situations, the establishment of
indemnity fund, termination of contract, dispute resolution, the system of contract
administration and legal compliance.



