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The Paradigm Shift of Thai Juvenile Recidivists to Reconstruct Value of Life
before reintegration aimed to create understanding about paradigmatic process of children and
youth recidivism in three dimensions, value of living in the past, meaning of living at present,
and life expectation for future; and study children and youth recidivism paradigm shift into
having value of life awareness for straightening up and having positive attitudes after attended
the activities of behavior and attitudes reform. This project was conducted in mixed-method in
both quantitative and qualitative methodology. The sampling was selected in purposive
sampling method. The samples for quantitative study were 258 children and youth from
3 juvenile detention centers, and the samples for qualitative study were 43 persons, those
comprised 28 youths and 15 detention center officers. The data for qualitative study were
derived from an in-depth interview of 13 youths and from 4 focus groups of 15 detention
center officers and a focus group of 15 youths.

The results showed that children and youth recidivism had negative
attitudes toward their value of living in the past due to their life failure but positive
attitudes toward activities they achieved in the past. After training at detention centers,
most of juveniles showed high level of value of living awareness in dimensions of
capacity, self-importance, life achievement, and self-esteem. In addition, the assessment

of paradigmatic process status in thinking, mind, and social interaction was found in highest
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level that children and youth indicated their life expectations for future in 3 issues; education
planning, work planning, and self-employment planning.

For paradigm shift aspect, the result showed that children and youth formed
the change from the lowest level toward low, high, and the highest levels respectively.
The paradigm shift first started in social interactions, then in mind, and finally in thinking.
The factors caused maximum paradigm shift were age, training duration, value of living
awareness, suitable therapy activities, and practical profession training. Moreover,
the activities which promoted maximum children and youth positive attitudes were music,
sport, and arts; furthermore, the willpower booster skills of detention center officers and
capacity development procedure with understanding, accessibility, and intimacy could
boost children and youth positive attitudes as well.

The recommendations from this study indicates 3 issues to be taken
action urgently: those were 1) each detention center should first screen for mental
disorder children and youth out of the normal ones, then plan therapy activities phases
using Quality Management System principles (PDCA) starting with social interactions
activities, mind activities, and thinking activities respectively along with self-discipline
training; 2) each detention center should develop profession trainings connecting with
formal education system by emphasizing on practical training before theory studying and
evaluating by innovations production, as well as should form a co-operation with
academic agencies or private companies in knowledge development and career
development; and 3) Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection should hastily
perform the policy of controlling and monitoring children and youth when finish
the training course and reintegrate inmates back to society by creating co-operation with
related agencies or setting up a specific unit working in rights protection and prevention

recidivism of children and youth.
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