Abstract

Synthesis of Knowledge on Social Protections for Children

This study is a documentary research with the following objectives: (1)To compile, analyze and synthesize knowledge on
child social protections in Thailand, with a focus on research into protection of child rights; and (2) To identify gaps in

research and policy in the area of social protections for children.

Data were collected by a systematic review of research and technical reference documentation and subjected to analysis
using the conceptual framework of Wulczyn et al (2010). The review focused on collaborative implementation through
networking and relationships among related agencies and personnel, and how they complemented each other’s strengths
and capabilities. This research identified 617 studies in a variety of databases that were on the topic of social protections

for children. Of these, 133 met the inclusion criteria based on relevance to the research objectives.

The content from th;ese studies highlights the dynamic process of how the problems which children face can exacerbate
their vulnerability to other threats. These dynamics are becoming increasingly complex in the context of a rapidly
urbanizing society. At the same time, conceptual thinking about child protections is still antiquated and emphasizes
behavioral control through authoritative means, as practiced in traditional Thai rural society. Historically, the Thai
approach to child welfare and protections was reactive and ad hoc based on the specific issue of the day. More recently,
Thailand has been moving toward a more comprehensive approach based on principles of the international rights of the

child and children’s right to self-development.

The result of the synthesis of studies points to tmportant gaps in the structure of the system of child social protections.
These gaps are, in part, the result of weak linkages between conceptual thinking, policies, strategies and objectives of
child services across all related sectors in Thailand. These gaps in coordination need to be addressed before Thailand can
implement an effective, symmetrical and comprehensive program of child profections and welfare services. There are
also gaps and deficiencies in legal measures and enforcement of child protection laws. The system needs to have formal
and efficient links between the front-line agencies and personnel with child care and rehabilitation services. In addition,
more attention needs to be paid to the complex and evolving threats to Thai children from new forms of abuse, on-line

media, and sexual exploitation.
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