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ABSTRACT

The 4 objectives of the sub research project 1 entitled “Development of
Collaboration and Networking of Cultural, Sports, and Recreation Tourism Enterprise
Network Groups in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket Province” were: 1) to examine the context
and the operational conditions of the tourism enterprise network groups in tourism association
of each province during 2013 — 2015, 2) to investigate the problems and the needs for
establishing the network groups, 3) to evaluate the business potential affecting the
collaboration establishment and the networking, and 4) to propose policy related
suggestions for developing the collaboration and networking of the groups. This study
was conducted by Mix Method: the quantitative data were collected by using
questionnaires and potential evaluation forms from 90 tourism entrepreneurs who were
the members of Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket provincial tourism association (30 from each
provincial association) through the use of quota sampling. The qualitative data were
collected via in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, and workshops from 150
participants (50 from each province). The participants who had expectation and/or
would like to join the network groups were selected by using purposive sampling.

The results showed that the context and the operational conditions of the
tourism enterprise network groups in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket province directed to the
same directions in the same approaches. However, the level of strength and the results
from projects and activities in developing the tourism in the past few years were varied.
The province with a high level of strength in establishing the tourism network groups and
conducting the tourism project activities was Surin, followed by Buriram, and Sisaket,
respectively.

The problems in establishing the tourism network groups in Buriram, Surin, and
Sisaket province can be divided into 2 aspects: 1) network group external problems which
consisted of 5 aspects:  2.1) a lack of deterring the integrated success indicators of tourism
development strategic plans, 2.2) the different levels of tourism potentials in each province,
2.3) the competitions for achieving success goals according to the area, 2.4) the trends of great-
leap-forward tourism development of some provinces, and 2.5) small sized target market and

niche markets, respectively. 2) network group intemal problems consisted of 4 aspects:  2.1)



operational plans of the assodiation, 2.2) benefit allocation of the group’s members, 2.3) local
conservation attitudes, and 2.4) the leadership and ownership of the group’s leaders in
each group, respectively.

The needs for the establishment of the tourism network groups in Buriram, Surin, and
Sisaket province in the highest level were: 1) the development of the cultural, sports, and
recreation network groups’ establishment, 2) the establishment of the cultural, sports, and
recreation network groups in in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket province, 3) the targets and
objectives of the establishment, 4) the collaboration and networking in tourism activities of the
tourism enterprise network groups, 5) planning and collaborative projects and tourism networking
of tourism enterprise groups, 6) resources sharing of the members in the association towards the
tourism enterprise network groups, and 7) awareness and responsibilities towards stakeholders,
society, environment of the tourism enterprise network groups.

There was the possibility in the establishment of the cultural, sports, and recreation
network groups in in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket province.

Business potential factors affecting the establishment of the cultural, sports, and
recreation network groups in in Buriram, Surin, and Sisaket province placed by its importance
were as follows: 1) plans for promoting tourism of provindal tourism association, 2) quality of
tourism products and services of the association’s members, 3) the size of the provincial
tourism association, 4) the collaboration of activity organizers and involved network
partners, 5) the completeness of the tourism industry of the tourism association, and 6)
leadership and collaboration of the committee and members.

The policy related suggestions in developing the collaboration and networking for
establishment of the cultural, sports, and recreation network groups in in Buriram, Surin, and
Sisaket province consisted of 4 aspects as follows: 1) gathering network group members, 2)
business collaboration of network group members and involved network partners, 3)
organization and network group management, and 4) plans and operational projects for

network group networking.

Keyword: The policy related suggestion, Cluster Tourism
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