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Abstract
Project ID RDG58 A 0006

Project title Social entrepreneurship and social innovation
Project Head Assoc.Prof. Dr.Chayaporn Wattanasiri
Duration 1 Year (1 October 2014-30 September 2015)

The research project is entitled ‘Social entrepreneurship and social innovation’.
Within 1 year, the research project brought about the establishment of the ‘Area-based
Social Innovation Research Center’ (Ab-SIRC), which aims to develop the social science
research field of the University. The university executives gave importance to the research
and knowledge in such field and also hoped to improve the university’s research
management system.

Within the 1St year, the center planed to develop 10 research projects, which focus
on 4 thematic area-based researches: border area research, disaster management
research, environment and natural resources research and highlander research. This
research cluster aims to create area-based knowledge and transfer such knowledge in
order to strengthen Chiang Rai Province’s local areas. There are now 4 research projects.
The researchers cooperated with the local communities and the local governmental
sector, thus helping to create networks linking between the local communities, the local
government and the University. The researchers also presented their 6 month progress
reports at the conference entitled ‘The 4th International Conference on International
Relations and Development’ at Mahidol University on July 9-10, 2015. There was also a
committee member listening to the research presentation. These 4 research projects
could be accomplished and also presented the final reports to the public approximately by
the end of February 2016. Besides these 4 current research projects, there will be another
5 prospective research projects, which are now under the Center's consideration and
approval. These 5 prospective research projects’ contracts will be ready to be signed in
this November. There would be totally 9 research projects.

In overall, the center grants 9 research projects. There are 3 projects on border
areas research, 3 projects on disaster management research, 2 projects on environmental
and natural resources research, and 1 project on highlander research. These 9
researchers coming from different school in Mae Fah Luang University. There are 5
researchers from School of Social Innovation, 2 researchers from School of Law, 1
researcher from School of Health Science and 1 researcher from School of Management.
Moreover, the median age of the researcher is 38, which is considered a new generation

of researchers in area-based research project.
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Concerning the research projects’ preliminary outputs, the project
‘Livelihood and Livelihood Adaptation Of the People at the Border: Case Study Of the
Border People at the 4th Friendship Bridge (Chiang Khong-Huay Xai)' helps to raise the
people awareness of state-led project development and its impact on local people lives. It
also encourages the people to find community-based solution.

The project ‘An Efficiency of Local Administrative Organization in the Borderland
Province toward A Disaster Mitigation: A Case Study of the Independence of Local
Authorities of Saikao Sub-district Administrative Organization, Paan District, Chiang Rai
Province In A Mitigation Of Earthquake Disaster’ generates preliminary information and its
autonomy including capacity of the organization in terms of disaster prevention from
earthquake. It also furthers to produce the operational plan for earthquake prevention and
mitigation in the future.

The project ‘The Effect of Thai State Border Policy To Small Businesses: A Case
Study Of Open 4th Thai-Laos Friendship Bridge Effect To Guesthouse’ finds out that there
are some guesthouses that have negative consequences due to the opening of the
friendship bridge, causing decreasing number of tourists. The friendship bridge facilitates
them to cross over to Laos; they do not need to stay overnight at Chiang Khong just like
before. However, there are other guesthouses that can adapt themselves by using tourism
business networks and also coordinating with transportation business group in the local
areas. This research outputs could bring about policy suggestion for local business
adaptation.

The Project ‘Economic And Livelihood Changing of Small Scale Coffee Planting
Farmers in Royal Initiative Project Pang Khon Highland Area Development Center, Chiang
Rai Province’ helps to point out successful and failure factors of the project and comes up
with policy recommendation plan applicable to related highland agricultural development
agencies.

Furthermore, under this research project, there is now the plan to offer the new
international doubled-degree master program. The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
was already signed between Mae Fah Luang University’s School of Social Innovation and
Hiroshima University’s Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation,
and the curriculum program is now under development process. This master degree

program would be launched approximately in 2017.
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