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Abstract
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The purposes of the research “Philosophical Methodology” were to 1. study and
analyze philosophical methodology and 2. Create an understanding of the Analytic -
Continental divide.

The findings were as follows:

(1) In Continental Philosophy, “methods” are used by philosophers to answer
questions and “methodology” is the reasons to develop and select the methods. Defining
problems is also included in methodology. The research covered the different methods
used by prominent philosophers, namely René Descartes, Edmund Husserl, Martin
Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Ricoeur, and Jurgen Habermas.

In Analytical Philosophy, methodology is used as tools to solve philosophical
problems beginning with an analysis of concept or meaning using logic, an argument based
on common sense, a solution to philosophical problems by analyzing language used, and
judgment and assessment using scientific advancement or the methods of naturalism and
pragmatism.

(2 ) Despite the criticism of the inconsistency and subjectivity in distinguishing
Continental- Analytic Philosophy, the study discovered that these two t of philosophy might
not be different in terms of the interests in problems, but the significant difference is
methodology, which reflects the different processes of defining problems. This definitely
leads to the way each area of philosophy positions itself.

It can be concluded from those findings that studying “methodology” is a way not
only to understand various sciences but also to revise important tools in seeking knowledge
of those sciences. Most importantly, it “bridges” differences, which contributes to better
understanding of other sciences.
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