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Abstract
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This research presents findings about roles of civil society in Myanmar after general
election in 2010 by a case study of the Special Economic Zone and the Deep Sea Port Projects and
other related developmental projects. This study uses qualitative methods by literature reviews of
printed and electronic documents. Field research focused on deep interviews with 39 individuals
who are expert on civil society in Myanmar in particular in Dawei. This includes informal
observations and participating in activities organized by civil society in Dawei and Myanmar as wll

as monitoring situation closely together with different groups in Dawei.



Research findings indicated that developments of civil society in Myanmar is related with
socio-culture values in particularly religions. Civil society also has dynamics and adaptation in

accordance with political conditions since colonization until now

Political oppression by military government had pressed civil society down regarding
direct political expression particularly for political activists. However, the space for civil society
groups work on social welfare and developments have been expanded to replace the failed
government. Political movements that demand for political reform during military government
reflected the existence of political activists. Campaigns on human rights abuses and democracy in
Myanmar with international community can reflect the roles of IDPs which related with civil society
inside the country. The continuity of civil society in Myanmar since Nargis Cyclone in 2008 until civil
government regime in 2011-2016, has emphasized the dynamics of civil society in Myanmar which
it might not be smoothly continuous but has deepen down in Myanmar society and has transferred

from generation to generation.

Dawei civil society is a movement that grows up during the political transition. Along the
military regime, Dawei was almost cut off from other parts of the country. Community based
organizations were working only at local level. The groups related to political movements started
from local people who impacted from DSEZ which was clearly seen in 2010. They have been built
up capacity in various ways and be able to occupy political space during democratization and
stand up to be outstanding movement at local level. Then integrates with national and trans-border

civil society to push forward the agenda of environment and human rights.



