Abstract

This research aims to study comparative law in sex trade and opportunity of labor
movement among ASEAN countries using Push-Pull Factor, individual decision making and cost
benefit analysis between domestic and cross-border sex trade framework and collecting data

by Grounded Theory.

The finding points out that sex workers are divided into 2 types, involuntary and
voluntary sex workers. The latter is called sex worker. The policy to regulate voluntary sex

workers are on debates in the view of feminism.

In Thailand, the amount of voluntary sex workers has higher proportion than the
involuntary one. The involuntary prostitutions mainly are under 18 (child prostitution) or the
poor who comes from shared-border countries. In the past, they might not be forced or
deceptive, but now they are asked to work as normal employee and then induced to work as
sex worker. The higher proportion of voluntary sex worker is in Singapore and Malaysia, while,

according to interviews and reports, there are some forced or deceived prostitutions.

In the present, the effect of push factors is decreased. The absolute poverty is declining
from economic development and the law enforcement focuses on returning sex workers to
their origin countries instead of imprisoning. So there is not much different among ASEAN
countries. However, the pull factors are much different among countries and going in line with
globalization such as incentive to make easy money, acceptance of female sex or extension

of work life
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