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Abstracts

“Denken system” or “Preserved district system” in Japan was first enacted, after
the revising the Act on Protection of Cultural Properties in 1975, by the Agency
for cultural affairs, with an aim to control and support any kind of conservation
activities of groups of traditional buildings in the preserved area, which survived
from rush development during the high economic growth period in 1960s.

With its specific organization and managing process, “Denken system” has shown
its continual reliability for more than 40 vyears for preservation of traditional
architecture and townscape in those communities being threated by inevitably
depopulation and economic problems. From the field surveys and interviews of
stakeholders in the Agency for cultural affairs and in 6 communities adopted
“‘Denken System”, it is clarified that this system was mainly adopted to preserve
those cultural heritage for educational contribution as the main purpose, without
direct consideration of the social and economic contribution. However, further
steps for such contribution from “Denken system”, indirectly by community
themselves, was also identified.

Many hints from “Denken system” in Japan could be applied into the preservation
of groups of traditional buildings in Thailand, with the condition of revising
“Ancient Monuments Act”. At this stage, Pre-Denken would be applicable for such

activities.
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