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Abstract

Project Code: RDG5910056

Project Title: The Study of Public Space for Community Development in Japan: Focusing on the
Role of Roadside Station as the Model for Establishing the Strength of Local
Industrial Development

Researcher:  Assistant Professor Benjang Jaisai Der Arslanian

Email address: benjang_jaisai@yahoo.com

Duration: 1 year (Since 16" September 2016 — 15" September 2017)

This research has an aim to study about Japanese Roadside Stations in the aspect of local
industry development to be the model of local industry development in Thailand, and compare
with Rankapracharat of Thailand, as the government of Thailand assigned to be the model of the
developing project of roadside station in Thailand. Japanese Roadside Stations has started from
1993, under the supervision of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism with an
aim to be a rest area for travelers especially women and elderly people with the functions as 1)
rest area that can provide basic service such as parking and clean toilet for 24 hours, 2) provide
information especially concerning with local, 3) be as the gate support connection between local
areas. Nowadays, there are 1,134 roadside stations in Japan in 47 provinces(data of Ministry of
Land by 17 November 2017), and have important roles in local industry development, tourism
that can bring more incomes for people in rural area.

Roadside Stations has basically started from the small business so called “Shop for
agricultural products”, started by women in agricultural villages to sell agricultural products under
criteria to sell to JA in 1980’s. This kind of shop spread rapidly in 1990°, and there are about
23,560 shops in Japan, and some even developed to be as big supermarkets nowadays. This kind
of shop also helped developed the local industry for processed food, and also started other
kinds of business as restaurants in village run by group of women so called “Three business”,
which is the model for Roadside Station in Japan nowadays especially the stations which are built
from 2000. Moreover, Japanese government has launched various tools to support local industry
such as “Sixth industry” and “Local products for local consumption” helped supporting the
business of Roadside Station, which has important role to be public space for developing local

products, and are now connected with tourist spots and compete by strong marketing. For the



management, most of Roadside Stations have managed in business model as general enterprises
by the Third Sector, undersupervision of government sector, according to the need of other local
sectors in the “bottom up” way of working. From the competition in business, many of Roadside
Stations turned to be popular tourist spots which providing activities for tourists such as hotel,
tent area, hot spring, cultural class, local products and local foods which some station are as
tourism spots that travelers can have activities all day, and Roadside Station has changed the role
from rest area to be tourist spots and even shelter for villagers during natural disaster. Moreover,
Roadside Stations is an effective local revitalization especially for villages with under population
by helped spreading local industry which can bring more incomes especially for elderly people,
and also create careers and bring young generation back to villages.

As for Thailand, the government has launched various projects concerning with Japanese
Roadside Stations such as Rest Area project in Lampang province, which is now run by local
entrepreneur, and also Rankapracharat, 143 shops for local products in gas stations all over
Thailand, which has model from Japanese Roadside Stations. From the survey of 15
Rankapracharat in Thailand, the result showed that for the size, Rankapracharat is very small scale
comparing with Roadside Stations, and has a role as one shop in Roadside Stations and even very
much smaller. And by located in gas station, it has functions as appropriate as Roadside Station
for being rest area, but the role of local products development is not outstanding. Rankapracharat
which are just started for 2 years, have the role equal to the small shops in Roadside Station in
Japan, which are supervised by government sector in the “Top Down” way, especially by local
staff who are responsible for choosing products while the managers have the role to sale and
make balance of the shop. Moreover, many of Rankapracharat shops cannot have enough income
to be self sufficient, and have other problesms such as saling, products, competition with other
local business sectors, and also the effectiveness of managers, and still need support from other
sectors such as government. For suggestion for sustainability of Rankapracharat, after the contract
between joined-sectors, it should be reconsidered on following topics which are; the appropriate
site for shops, development for more various and interesting local product and effective
management of shop
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