Abstract

The objective of this research to study transformation of borderland and transnational corporations
in borderland from special economic zone phenomenal. Another objective is to design the policy
recommendation to develop Chiang Rai borderland. The research result is the transformation of borderland
has the history of development since 1989, due to Thailand and 5 countries in greater Mekong sub-region.
They had economic agreement on GMS about economic infrastructure development such as north-south
economic corridor especially R3A route. Moreover, there is FTA Asian-China. All of projects led to
borderland transform from area of sovereignty security become economic zone. The important turning point
is opened The Thai-Laos Forth Friendship Bridge since 2013 that result borderland become the goal of
transnational corporations’ investment especially Chinese medium and small corporations. Not only Chiang
Kong District become the goal of investment but also Phaya Mengrai District. The Chinese medium and
small transnational corporations use Thai-Chinese Network to be middle man to find the way to investment.
For the policy recommendation, government should emphasize on further more special economic zone
because this policy not match to the reality context and also should support and encourage agricultural sector

to go further than mass production.
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