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The Management on The Free-range Raising System of Chiang Mai Chicken
(Praduhangdum) in Mae Hong Son Province to Meet the Indigenous Chicken Farm
Standard and Farmers’ Branding

Narong Veraruk'

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to develop the management on free-range raising
system of purebred and crossbred Praduhangdum chicken to meet the Department of Livestock
Development’s farm standard, to integrate the common utility of community poultry slaughter
houses in order to produce safe food and be certified, to build the strength and performance of
farmer groups on managing, planning and producing in accordance with marketing as well as
network building and to develop and process Praduhangdum chicken products to satisfy the
middle and upper market demand by building a common brand. The study was conducted from
February 1, 2016 toMay 31, 2017. It took 16 months.

The study comprised theoretical and practical training on requirements of free-range
raising chicken farm standards so as to improve farms to get certified. The result was that
subjected farmers could follow 70.83% of the requirements and manage a natural forage system
(growing forage crops in their own areas). In addition, some samples of Praduhangdum chicken
meat from slaughter houses and processed chicken products were taken to be examined for
diseases; the result showed that fresh chicken meat and processed chicken products were qualified
in food safety for consumers. Data of consumption behaviour and consumption rate of
Praduhangdum chicken products were also collected. It revealed that the average chicken meat
consumption of upper market consumers was 2.12 kg. /week and that of middle market
consumers 2.41 kg./week while that of the lower market 2.86 kg./week.

Meanwhile, knowledge training on the communities’ branding and building awareness of
publicising the brand by increasing selling points for the products in the form of live chicken,
fresh meat, frozen meat and processed products were provided for the subjected farmers including
product expansion to middle and upper markets. Besides, production network system of
parentstock and meat chicken was encouraged, including the production management plan by
connecting the network of local farmers with the subjected farmers in accordance with marketing

plan.
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