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Abstract

The Project of “Literature Review and Developing Research Question for Change and
Adaptation of Thai Farmers under the Change of Rice Production and Market” aims to review
knowledge of farmer adaptations in case of changes of new innovations, rice price market, rice
policy, society, culture, and environments. It suggests what Thai researches know and what is a
gap of knowledge to determine developing research questions in the future. Moreover,
cooperative mechanisms are also provided in the process to create networks of knowledge and

research on farmer adaptations.

This research employed two research methods. On the one hand,a method of
documentary research was used in the last decade to show that what does the finding of those
researches knew. On the other hand, methods of field research, focus groups in four regions
and in-depth interview with semi-structured questions, were also brought to find bottom-up
knowledge from key informants and farmers. Last but not least, the symposium of farmer

adaptation and resilience was arranged to elaborate network of knowledge and researches.

The finding demonstrated that:

1) For the production changes, farmers concerned a low external input, organic
farming , diversity of genetic resources and agricultural productions and included
new methods of managements on lands, inputs, seeds, fertilizers, water, and labor
in term of farmer entrepreneurs’.

2)For the rice price volatility because of the global market and government
interventions, farmers not only found new ways to earn incomes through other
agricultural productions during cannot cultivated rice, but also gathered cooperative
groups such as cotters and community markets.

3) For the inconsistent policy implementation, farmers became active political
participants in the last decade because they knew what happened to governments
could influence their socio-economic life based on changes of rice pricing policy
such as rice pledging scheme, rice price floor, an incentive to delay sales of rice, so

on. Those policies determined their methods of productions and marketing.



4) The gap of knowledge. There are some knowledge gaps between the scientific
research and the farmer’s problem including the research utilization on farming and
community. Because of the limitation of knowledge on the change of rural economic
and society, it also related to the limitation of knowledge on farmer. For the
economic research on rice is still on the market and state oriented.There is no
research of the result on the change of farmer’s livelihood. While the farmers have
adapted and organized themselves as the groups or various organization. Many
researches still focus only on technology development. It makes the limitation of
knowledge on farmer’s adaptation.

5) There are some cooperative researches among the farmers and the academic,
Ngos and government agencies. These researches create the mutual knowledge
with the farmer in the issue of farming system, seed, small scale technology,
standard and certification including the farmer marketing. But it is not too many and

there is no mechanism to support such cooperation.

After considering synthesized information both documents and field researches
carefully, the future research questions should turn to be examined repositioning farmers in the
era of globalization, liberalization of free trade, and regionalization of ASEAN community by
multidisciplinary researchers. The research questions also emphasize on different solutions of
adaptations, quality of rice, organic rice and agricultural products, value-added of process rice,
cooperation and organization of farmers, alternatives of government policies, political farmers,
and the most important issue is how researchers and farmers can work together, what are
collaborated mechanisms, and how research questions can be emerged from genuine

problems of farmers who are the real stakeholders of rice production and economy.
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Literature Review and Developing Research Question for Change and
Adaptation of Thai Farmers under the Change of “Rice Market”
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Abstract

This research article aims to review on literatures and to develop research questions about
adaptations of farmers in the changing structure of rice market. The research proceeded through
synthesized documentary research. The findings showed that the changing structure of rice market
have been influenced by the food price crisis, trades between Thailand and Europe, ASEAN
community, sanitary measures, climate change and domestic politics on Thai rice pricing policies.
These factors could considerably lead to adaptations of farmers, including changes in production,
processed products for value added, organic products, risk management on products, the Good
Agriculture Practices (GAP), and political participation to create fair trade and to negotiate the rice
pricing policies in the national level. Consequently, the future study of “structure of rice market and
adaptation of farmers” should be focused on global trades and agreements both Europe and ASEAN,
rice price volatility, fair trade in domestic market, political incentives and participation of farmers,
more eco-friendly rice production for sustainability, and climate change as research questions

Key word: structure of rice market, change and adaptation of thai farmers, developing
research question
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