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Abstract
Human trafficking is a global crimes and human rights violation. Thailand is a source, destination,
and transit country for men, women, and children subjected to sexual exploitation and trafficking. The
objectives of this research are to study the problems and obstacles of assistance and protection
mechanism for victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking in northern Thailand and to provide
recommendations on how to develop the assistance and protection mechanism for victims, including the

guideline to promote and strengthen capacity of people who are involved in providing support to victims.

This qualitative research focuses in three provinces in northern Thailand; Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
and Phrae provinces and conducted in-depth interviewing and focus group discussion with 68
respondents which consisted of 32 Government officials, 12 NGOs staff, 9 senior experts, and 15 minor
victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking. There were 44 respondents, which are working on protecting
victims of human trafficking (26 respondents or 59.09% was female). Out of 44 respondents; 72.73% was
Government officials and 27.27% was NGO staff, which have been working in the field between 1-37 years
and the average work experience was 12.6 years. There were nine senior expert respondents (seven
female and two male) age between 48-67 years old who were Government officials (66.67%) and NGO
staff (33.33%) with the average work experience of 18.66 years. On the minor victims of sexual exploitation
and trafficking respondents, 15 victims age between 15-18 (average age was 16.6 years old); six victims

from Chiang Rai (40%), six victims from Chiang Mai (40%), and three victims from Phrae (20%).

This research has analyzed information by using “5P” strategy;

1) Policy

Thai Government should review the police on setting indicator on intake human trafficking case in
each area as this policy affected the law enforcement’'s implementation. Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security (MSDHS) should emphasis on supporting the Provincial Operation Center on
Prevention and Suppression on Human Trafficking (POCHT), emphasis on the coordination in the
provincial level, arrange meeting to discuss on lesson learned and develop the standard of operation, and
NGOs to outsource in providing victims’ protection under the supervision and guidance of MSDHS, and

strengthen volunteer mechanism.

2) Prosecution

Thai Government should emphasis on developing knowledge and understanding of law
enforcement agencies and multi-disciplinary team (MDT), which focus on human trafficking. The POCHT
should develop training curriculum, develop prosecution mechanism to support the victim; especially on

the restitution guideline and enforcement, assign case manager to follow up cases. The Ministry of Justice



should support the development of child witness’ inquiry to reduce the trauma of children and provide
knowledge to court officials on child psychology, victim’'s support, and gender to protect children and
women, which are the main victims from sexual exploitation. MSDHS should work closely with law
enforcement to review the lesson learned on prosecution, and Thai Government should emphasis on
raising awareness with media on reducing the stigmatize and promote the victim centric approach that

respect the human dignity of victims and protecting the privacy and confidentiality of practitioners.

3) Protection

MSDHS should increase the number of Government officials in POCHT according to the size, risk,
and vulnerability of the province, increase an opportunity for officials and NGO staff to apply for an official
according to the Anti-Trafficking in Person Act, arrange workshop on investigation and forensic interview
techniques for practitioners, develop guideline on case management meeting and case referral, arrange
activity with translators to strengthen capacity, arrange MDT training particularly on the topic of victim
support plan and victim identification interview so that the MDT would be ready to respond, arrange
workshop with Victim of Human Trafficking Shelters to review the mission and workload and arrange care
plan for victims with the participatory approach, and support NGOs to develop the private shelter of victim
of human ftrafficking. Government should arrange meeting to discuss on the overall budgeting and
resource management between Government agencies to integrate the budget that align with the anti-
human trafficking activity in the practical level and should support Government officials on providing

retreat and capacity building to strengthen skills and expertize on protecting victim of human trafficking.

4) Prevention

MSDHS should reach more target group, particularly children at risk ages between 14-18 years
old, work with parents and family in the community level, provide prevention knowledge in school, and
develop prevention mechanism and public relation’s media and content that up to date and promote the

online media to reach wider target audience.

5) Partnership

Thai Government should promote the partnership with NGOs, civil society, international
organizations, and Governments of partner countries to prevent and suppress human trafficking, develop
the action plan and guideline on supporting victim of human trafficking, and promote on developing the

research to find solutions to human trafficking problems.

The recommendations of this research are to emphasis on the strengthening the Provincial
Operation Center on Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking, to coordinate between multi-

disciplinary team in the provincial level, to reach more children at risk group and conduct awareness



raising program in school, to arrange training for law enforcement actors, to set up guideline and standard
of operation on prosecution and compensation, to set up the working group in regional level which
consisted of Government and NGOs' experts, to provide more support for the victim of human trafficking’s
Government shelters, and to emphasis on the partnership and networking between public sector, private

sector, civil society, international organization, and Government of neighboring countries.

Keyword: Human Trafficking, Sexual Exploitation, and Multi-Disciplinary Team
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