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Abstract

Luang Prabang-Indochina-Mawlamyine route is a strategic route, which is being
developed to promote a cooperation among Lao People’s Democretic Republic (Lao PDR),
Thailand and Republic of the Union of Myanmar (Myanmar). The cooperation is on economic,
social and environmental aspects, particularly on tourism development. Luang Prabang-
Indochina-Mawlamyine route has a very high potential on tourism development due to its
networks and connectivity with various interesting tourist destinations. This study was
investigated based on the assumption that a destination with high accessibility would result in
a higher number of tourists, leading to changes in economic, society and environment of local
and vicinity, with both positive and negative impacts. Thus, an implementation plan to develop
tourist destinations on Luang Prabang-Indochina-Mawlamyine route towards sustainability
should be developed.

The g¢oal of this study is to develop an implementation plan along with policy’s
recommendations on sustainable tourism development. Objectives are to investigate and assess
potential of destinations, to analyze economic, social and environmental impacts of
destinations, to identify tradeoffs from a potential tourism development, and to provide policy’s
recommendations for tourism development towards sustainability. The methods consisted of 4
steps: 1) To select potential tourist destinations, 2) to assess carrying capacity of the selected
destinations, 3) to conduct Strength, Weakness, Opportunity and Threat (SWOT) analysis on
economic, social and environmental issues (Three Pillars of sustainability) and to conduct a
TOWS metric on the SWOT analysis results, and 4) to provide a policy’s recommendations on
sustainable tourism development.

Results indicated that Luang Prabang and Xyabouli, Lao PDR, have religious, lifestyle,
historical and eco-cultural tourisms. According to the criteria for tourism destination potential
assessment, tourism destinations of Luang Prabang and Xyabouli have potential for tourism
development based on their value. The implementation plan of these destinations should
include job creation and income distribution, and a promotion to conserve local’s tradition and
culture. Provinces in Lower Northern Region | of Thailand have lifestyle, ecology, township,
religious and historical tourisms. Tourism destinations of Provinces in Lower Northern Region |
of Thailand have potential for tourism development based on their carrying capacity. These
destinations should implement on a quick-win activity such as promoting and training as a
foundation for medium-term implementation activities, e.g. planning, standardizing and policy
making. Kayin State and Mon State, Myanmar, have eco-tourism, township and lifestyle tourisms.

Tourism destinations of Kayin State and Mon State have potential for tourism development
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based on their natural environment. The implementation plan should aid in an increasing
capacity of the destinations in labors, accommodation, facilities, safety and public health, and
should result in job creation and income equality. The recommended implementation plan, in
conjunction with a cooperation of every stakeholders, would lead to a sustainable tourism of

Luang Probang-Indochina-Mawlamyine route.
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