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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the knowledge, understanding and application of
Dasajataka’s Dhamma Principles during young adolescence as well as to explore factors
which contribute to children’s understanding of Dasajataka’s Dhamma Principles. The
study also had an objective to illustrate Dasajataka as a significant tool for instilling
morals amongst Thai children. In collecting data, the researcher organized an essay
competition for sixth grade students in Bangkok Metropolitan administration schools in
order to use the data for analysis. Interviews were also employed in the study.

The study results revealed that these sixth grade students had knowledge as well
as understanding of Dasajataka’s Dhamma principles as demonstrated through their
abilities to tell stories, identify the names of characters, identify the behavior of
Bodhistta in Dasajataka, as well as explain the Dhamma principles and clarify the
meanings of the principles. The students selected to write stories about Mahajanak-
jataka the most, followed by Vessantara-jataka and Suvannasama-jataka. Mahosadha-
jataka, Vidhurapandita-jataka, Bhuridatta-jataka, Candakumara-jataka, Naratungabrahma-
jataka, Temiya-jataka, and Nemiraja-jataka were less chosen, respectively. There were 4
factors which contributed to the children’s knowledge and understanding of Dasajataka
including the motif of situation and characters, the management of teaching and
learning, the media, and King Rama the Ninth. Based on these factors, the knowledge
and understanding were integrated through the application of Dhamma principles. It was
found that the students applied the principle of ‘Viriya” the most, followed by ‘Dana’
and ‘Metta’, respectively. As can be seen, Dasajataka was significant in terms of its role
as a tool to instill morals amongst the sixth grade students. By using Bodhistta as a role
model, the students consequently possessed emotional quotient and moral quotient.

It can be concluded that Dasajataka was a Dhamma tale significant for educating and
building imagination for sixth grade students. Reading Dasajataka helped to promote and

instill morals and knowledge which are desirable characteristics of Thai children.
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