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Abstract

Buddhism was declared as a religion since 2,560 years ago and the wisdom of Lord Buddha was
distributed to many destinations by Buddhist saints and disciples. Therefore, after the passing of the Lord
Buddha, Buddhism was divided into two major extent branches differentiated by the disciplinary practices
as follows:

1. Theravada Buddhism: a Buddhism doctrine that agrees to continue on the practice under the
disciplines of the first revision of the Lord Buddha's wisdom.

2. Mahayana Buddism: groups of monks who continue on the practice under the modified
disciplines of the first revision of the Lord Buddha's wisdom by the different interpretation which leads to
conflicts and separation into 18 denominations.

Phra Bhaisajyaguru Vaitoonprapha or Phra Bhaisajyaguru, in short, as known as the Medicine
Buddha (God of Medicine) is one of the Buddha in Mahayana Buddism. Firstly, Phra Bhaisajyaguru or
Medicine Buddha was not recognized, therefore, the Saddharma Pundarika Sutra (Lotus Sutra) or the
Lotus of The True Law, the Buddhist scripture of Mahayana Buddhism, defined that Avalokitasavara
Bodhisattava saved humankind and brought them to the Nirvana. Specifically, there was a noticeable
definition which stated that one of the abilities of Avalokitasavara Bodhisattava was to save humankind
from physical painfulness.

The belief related to the Medicine Buddha was expanded to many countries, especially China
where the establishment of Phra Bhaisajyaguru was more defined and appeared in the scriptures which
recorded the determination of Phra Bhaisajyaguru, the methodology of image creation and buildings for
Buddha image installation. This belief was extensively distributed to Japan Tibet Cambodia etc.

In Thailand, the belief of Phra Bhaisajyaguru appeared in the 18th Century when Thailand was
influenced by the Cambodia during the reign of the King Jayavarman VII. He decided to build the Chapel
of Hospital and had Phra Bhaisajyaguru enshrined inside of the chapel to help and heal the people who
suffered from the sickness. The chapels were built in other main cities extended along the ancient road
from Phra Nakhon or the capital city to other districts. In Thailand, there were the Chapels of Hospital

built along the route from Phra Nakhon to the City of Pimai.



In the early period, Phra Bhaisajyaguru's images found in Thailand were similar to the image form
of Buddha sheltered in Naga hood influenced by the belief of the Khmer culture which consists of the 32
Buddha's physical characteristics such as helical hair bundles, two long ears, an insignia between two
eyebrows, etc. The decorative accessories are such a crown, arm bracelets, golden pieces worn as the king,
plain rope wrapped around the body. The posture of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's images was found as a Buddha
image in the meditation sitting on the intertwined coil of the Naga throne and accessorized as a king. The
physical characteristics of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's images in the early period comprise of the formation of the

Buddha sheltered in Naga hood in meditation sitting posture with a pot of medicine placed on the palm.

The second period, Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image in Thailand was found during the Reign of King
Chulalongkorn (King Rama 5) when Mahayana Buddhism from China had been accepted in Thailand. The
Chinese-Mahayana Buddhism influenced the creation of Buddha images and temples. According to
Chinese-Mahayana Buddhism, the temples were built with three Buddha images, the principle Buddha
which is the Lord Buddha image must be placed in the middle and Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image must be
placed the left. The physical characteristics of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image were influenced by Chinese-
Mahayana Buddhism and reflected the Chinese Buddha's artistic form such as; the wearing rope similar to
Chinese monks, facial and body structure similar to Chinese. However, the significant Buddha physical
characteristics were still comprised, such as helical hair bundles, two long ears, forchead without brows,
the body roped as a Chinese Buddhist monk without any accessory. The image posture was still in the
meditation sitting with both feet revealed and hand postures were created in varied postures. The
iconological significance of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image in this period is the left hand placed upward on

the left knee and a Chinese pagoda placed on the palm.

Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image had been changed during 2007-2016 by the influence of the
Buddhism belief, iconology and formation in Thailand. The Buddhism arts of the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's
images had been combined with Theravada Buddhism belief which resulted in having the images created
in varied formations. However, Thai Buddhism arts are more revealed, such as the Thai facial structure
and rope wearing similar to Thai Buddhist monks, especially, the images still comprise of 32 physical
characteristics of the Buddha such as, two long ears, facial frame, eyebrows, helical hair bundles, body
roped as a Thai Buddhist monks, the right hand in the varied hand postures but the left hand placed upward
on the left knee with a pot of medicine on the palm as the important iconology of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's

image.



According to the research of "The concept, belief and the iconology of Phra Bhaisajyaguru ‘s
image in Thailand", the researcher found that the Phra Bhaisajyaguru or the Medicine Buddha is
recognized for the healing power to cure illness and diseases for the human. This belief has existed in
China since the 10th Century as found in the scriptures and iconic images; and expanded to many countries
including Thailand. In the 18th Century, the belief of Phra Bhaisajyaguru expanded to Thailand by the
influence of the King Jayavarman VII of Cambodia. In the early period, the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image
was created similar to Buddha image in the Naga Throne, however; the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image has the
pot of medicine on the palm as the difference. The decline of the Khmer Empire affected the belief of Pha
Bhaisajyaguru to disappear from Thailand. Until the Reign of King Rama 5, Chinese-Mahayana Buddhism
has been more accepted in Thailand as the Chinese architecture temples were built in the country and had
the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image installed as one of the principal Buddha images. Chinese Buddhism arts
were established in the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image as the image has the pagoda on the palm instead of the
pot of medicine. The pagoda on the palm of this Buddha image reflected the belief of Taoism. Later in the
past decade or during the year 2007-2016, the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image had been created with the
combination of Mahayana Buddism from China and Theravada Buddism in Thailand and presented Thai
Buddhist arts as in accordance of iconology of Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image which comprised of Thai facial
structure, accessories, and ropes. In conclusion, the Phra Bhaisajyaguru's image has a pot of medicine on

the palm of the image as the significant iconology.
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