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Abstract

This research aimed at studying “Nirat Phra Prathom” of Sunthon Phu for it
thoroughly and interestingly described the poet’s journey by “mourning technique” in
many aspects: the use of language, literary techniques, world vision and cultural
information. The book mentioned about a traveling route between Bangkok and Nakhon
Pathom, as well.  Purposes of the research are: 1) to adapt and integrate cultural
knowledge as cultural capital in creative economy to commercially develop tourist
attractions, 2) to survey possible routes that can be developed to be tourist attractions in
order to follow Nirat Phra Prathom journey, 3) to examine how to developed the
associated sites to be the tourist attractions appropriating with today’s social context and
local culture. It found from the research that to study of Nirat Phra Prathom as the
cultural capital can be applied in five sorts sources: traveling routes, foods, activities,
souvenirs and traveling times. All are possible to be concretely adapted with tourism by
using “Nirat Phra Prathom” as a vacationing narrative. There are three main routes:
Thonburi  (Bangkok) - Khlong Bang Yai canal (Nonthaburi), Khlong Bang Yai canal
(Nonthaburi) - Khlong Yong canal (Nakhon Pathom) and Khlong Yong canal - Nakhon
Chaisri district (Nakhon Pathom). Nirat Phra Prathom, in this case, is regarded as the “core
narrative” in order to promote local tourism, preserve local wisdoms and introducing new

tourist attractions bringing to job opportunities, incomes and well-beings.

Key words:  Nirat, Sunthon Phu’s Works, Cultural Capital, Literature and Tourism,

Literature and Creative Economy.
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Poets,...were called in the earlier epochs of the world, legislators
or prophet: a poet essentially comprises and unites both these
characters. For he not only beholds intensely the present as it is, and
discovers these laws, according to which present things to be ordered,
but he beholds the future in the present and his thoughts are the
germs of the flower and the fruit of latest time.”
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The creative economy is an evolving concept based on creative
assets potentially generating economic growth and development.
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It can foster income generation, job creation and export
earnings while promoting social inclusion, cultural diversity and human
development.
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It embraces economic, cultural and social aspects interacting
with technology, intellectual property and tourism objectives.
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It is a set of knowledge-based economic activities with a
development dimension and cross-cutting linkages at macro and micro
levels to the overall economy.
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It is a feasible development option calling for innovative
multidisciplinary policy responses and interministerial action.
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