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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the chicken bone divination scripts in
ethnic groups of people, Plang (Tai lauy, Lua).These scripts are existing in different three
areas that are in Bann Huay Num Khun , Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province, and
another two villages in Myanmar which are Bann Yak , Keng Tung city, Shan State and Bann
Nong Luang, Mah city, the 4" Autonomous Region, Mong La city, Shan State. The
methodology used in the study was documentary research by rotating those three scripts
among them and used application software in organizing data of pictographic and words of
prophecies for comparison purpose. The concept framework of cultural spaces of Henri
Lefebvre was applied for data analysis.

The result of study was found that chicken bone divination practices have been
widespread among ethnic groups in Mekong basin but chicken leg bone divination which
was recorded as a scripts were found among ethnic groups of Tai people. The scripts in the
study belong to ethnic groups of people who speak Mon and Khmer languages. They are
originally people who lived in upper Mekong basin before ethnic groups who speak Tai
language became into power in this area. From the study, it can be linked to the idea of the
earlier studies that chicken was referred to power and from the chicken bone divination
scripts revealed the prophetical authority which could be considered as social rules
especially in a small community. In term of cultural spaces, it could be considered into
three kinds, physical space, minded - space within each individual and social space which
governed by ghost (Phi) or sacred spirit systems. Sacred spirits were similar to social ethics
and moral authorization. From the chicken bone divination scripts comparison perspective,
it found that the scripts from Bann Yak indicated the inhabitants were the groups of people
who had escaped battles and war. [t indicated the situation of insecure community which
was corresponded to community history mentioning that It was an original and old
community which people escaped from Praya Mangrai who came to rule Keng Tung. The
scripts of Bann Nong Luang had the content related to the way of community economic life
and homestead building. For Bann Huay Nam Khun, the script had a complicated prophecy.
Its prophecy showing of the community as being a hugh one whose territory was
perceivable with its principles and rules mostly governed by variety of sacred spirit systems.

All of the three chicken bone divination scripts, It reflected the differences in size, type and



development of community which could be classified into 3 levels. That were Bann Yak
was considered as a community being beyond hunting and seeking things from forests, Bann
Nong Luang was considered as a subsistence agricultural community and Bann Huay Nam

Khun was considered as a large community.

Keyword : Chicken bone divination scripts, cultural spaces, Plang ethnic group
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