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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the chicken bone divination scripts in
ethnic groups of people, Plang (Tai lauy, Lua).These scripts are existing in different three
areas that are in Bann Huay Num Khun , Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province, and
another two villages in Myanmar which are Bann Yak , Keng Tung city, Shan State and Bann
Nong Luang, Mah city, the 4" Autonomous Region, Mong La city, Shan State. The
methodology used in the study was documentary research by rotating those three scripts
among them and used application software in organizing data of pictographic and words of
prophecies for comparison purpose. The concept framework of cultural spaces of Henri
Lefebvre was applied for data analysis.

The result of study was found that chicken bone divination practices have been
widespread among ethnic groups in Mekong basin but chicken leg bone divination which
was recorded as a scripts were found among ethnic groups of Tai people. The scripts in the
study belong to ethnic groups of people who speak Mon and Khmer languages. They are
originally people who lived in upper Mekong basin before ethnic groups who speak Tai
language became into power in this area. From the study, it can be linked to the idea of the
earlier studies that chicken was referred to power and from the chicken bone divination
scripts revealed the prophetical authority which could be considered as social rules
especially in a small community. In term of cultural spaces, it could be considered into
three kinds, physical space, minded - space within each individual and social space which
governed by ghost (Phi) or sacred spirit systems. Sacred spirits were similar to social ethics
and moral authorization. From the chicken bone divination scripts comparison perspective,
it found that the scripts from Bann Yak indicated the inhabitants were the groups of people
who had escaped battles and war. [t indicated the situation of insecure community which
was corresponded to community history mentioning that It was an original and old
community which people escaped from Praya Mangrai who came to rule Keng Tung. The
scripts of Bann Nong Luang had the content related to the way of community economic life
and homestead building. For Bann Huay Nam Khun, the script had a complicated prophecy.
Its prophecy showing of the community as being a hugh one whose territory was
perceivable with its principles and rules mostly governed by variety of sacred spirit systems.

All of the three chicken bone divination scripts, It reflected the differences in size, type and



development of community which could be classified into 3 levels. That were Bann Yak
was considered as a community being beyond hunting and seeking things from forests, Bann
Nong Luang was considered as a subsistence agricultural community and Bann Huay Nam

Khun was considered as a large community.

Keyword : Chicken bone divination scripts, cultural spaces, Plang ethnic group
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CUTURAL SPACES BASED ON THE COMPARISON OF CHICKEN BONE DIVINATION SCRIPTS
FROM THREE VILLAGES

*

Cherdchat Hiranroz, Assaree Mahama’ and Pollavat Prapattong4

Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the chicken bone divination
scripts in ethnic groups of people, Plang (Tai lauy, Lua).These scripts are existing in different
three areas that are in Bann Huay Num Khun , Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province,
and another two villages in Myanmar which are Bann Yak , Keng Tung city, Shan State and
Bann Nong Luang, Mah city, the 4" Autonomous Region, Mong La city, Shan State. The
methodology used in the study was documentary research by rotating those three scripts
among them and used application software in organizing data of pictographic and words of
prophecies for comparison purpose. The concept framework of cultural spaces of Henri
Lefebvre was applied for data analysis.

The result of study was found that chicken bone divination practices have
been widespread among ethnic groups in Mekong basin but chicken leg bone divination
which was recorded as a scripts were found among ethnic groups of Tai people. The scripts
in the study belong to ethnic groups of people who speak Mon and Khmer languages. They
are originally people who lived in upper Mekong basin before ethnic groups who speak Tai
language became into power in this area. From the study, it can be linked to the idea of the
earlier studies that chicken was referred to power and from the chicken bone divination
scripts revealed the prophetical authority which could be considered as social rules

especially in a small community. In term of cultural spaces, it could be considered into

' This article is partial of result study of the research project entitled “ PLANG Ethnic Group Cultural Space Comparison of the Chicken
Bone Manuscript from Three Villages in Chiang Rai and Shan State Myanmar “ which was funded by National Research Council of
Thailand (NRCT) and The Thailand Research Fund (TRF) and it was a sub-project under the project of Human-Chicken Multi-
Reltionships Research Project-H.I.H Prince Akishino’s Research under the Royal Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
(HCMR 1)

z Lecturer, School of Liberal Arts, Mae Fah Laung University

’ Researcher, in charge of assistance research of the research project

‘o Corresponding Author, Lecturer, School of  Liberal Arts, Mae Fah Laung University, Head of the research project, email :

pollavat.pra@mfu.ac.th
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three kinds, physical space, minded - space within each individual and social space which
governed by ghost (Phi) or sacred spirit systems . Sacred spirits were similar to social ethics
and moral authorization. From the chicken bone divination scripts comparison perspective, it
found that the scripts from Bann Yak indicated the inhabitants were the groups of people
who had escaped battles and war. It indicated the situation of insecure community which
was corresponded  to community history mentioning  that It was an original and old
community which people escaped from Praya Mangrai who came to rule Keng Tung. The
scripts of Bann Nong Luang had the content related to the way of community economic life
and homestead building. For Bann Huay Nam Khun, the script had a complicated prophecy.
Its prophecy showing of the community as being a hugh one whose territory was
perceivable with its principles and rules mostly governed by variety of sacred spirit
systems. All of the three chicken bone divination scripts, It reflected the differences in size,
type and development of community which could be classified into 3 levels. That were
Bann Yak was considered as a community being beyond hunting and seeking things from
forests, Bann Nong Luang was considered as a subsistence agricultural community and Bann

Huay Nam Khun was considered as a large community.

Keyword : Chicken bone divination scripts, cultural spaces, Plang ethnic group

1. Introduction

Chicken bone divination has been long performed in daily life among groups of
people in the area of Mekong Basin (Terwiel, 1980; Kriangkraipetch, 2001).0wing to the
belief of ethnic group of Tai people, chicken is a symbolic of (Sudchaya, 2001, 2013,certain
parts of chicken could be referred to certain kinds of power. The study of relationship of
human and chicken has been continue conducted since the past to the present (2017) and
it became significant in 1914 from the research project of Human-Chicken Multi-Relationship
(HCMR).It was remarkable that their relations were changed in aspects of production and
land usage. In term of having chicken for food consumption, human had to have cultural
technology development in animal catching tools especially in wild agile chicken catching
for food. So in the earlier period as a society of wild products from forests collecting and

hunting, people could not consume wild chicken at all. They could do that and have
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chicken raised when society was became a crops-rotation society which making cultivated
area overlap with the area used to be the area for wild chickens. This situation was
increasingly encouraging of human to be close to wild chickens due to human cultivation

advanced toward the area of wild chickens (Prapattong, 2010, pp. 191-207).

Figure 1 Chicken bone divination

The belief in chicken and power as well as chicken divination have continued in
various ethnic groups. Even there have various predictions based on different parts of bones
and organs. Chicken leg bones divination can be so far considered as a recorded script. The
study of chicken leg bone divination was first conducted by Renu Wichasilp (Vichasilp (n.d.)
which was the collection study of the scripts in the group of Tai family languages such as
Tai Lue, Tai Yai,Tai Ahom. It was considered as a first step of script study in the branch of
language and literature. It was later there was a study of chicken leg bones script of
divination in the language group of Mon- Khmer. It was used among ethnic group of Plang
people(Tai Doi or Lua). In an aspect of Social Sciences academic, ethnic group of Plang
spoken people, it was found there was a chicken bone divination script in Tai Khen and Tai
Lue instead of their own sound of language. The study at Bann Huay Nam Khun,Mae Fah
Luang district, Chiang Rai it was discovered that, chicken bones divination, the augury

chicken used had to be the one specific for the sacred spirit at that particular area according
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to the belief of the certain physical area of territory belong to the certain sacred sprit in
the community. Moreover, the person who performed the prediction had to be the person
in some transition process of life or event, for example, in the process of building the new
house, getting marriage, taking a distance trip or a journey, getting a new job, getting
a promotion etc. Then there were some comparison study to arrange the level of chicken
bone prediction. It was found that the prediction of each ethnic group had relation with
mode of life and community with differences in development of each community including

with the belief and religion systems (Prapattong, 2010, pp. 191-207).

Baan Yak NungLung
Mung La

ChiangRai )
Thailand Chiang Tung

Figure 2 Chicken bone divination manuscript

This research was to extend the previous result of the study of Plang spoken
group of people. It was based on the assumption that it was the ethic group which could
be traced of linking to the group of people whose mode of living development from
gathering things from forest and hunting to crop rotation as well as the development of the
society from believing in ghost (Phi) or sacred spirit to Buddhism. Those three communities
which were the target areas of the study having the differences in terms of society
development and history via the chicken leg bone divination scripts. The collecting data
were conducted from two villages in Shan State, Myanmar to which comparing of the three
copies of chicken leg bone scripts. Those scripts were from three different areas. The first

one was from Bann Huay Nam Khun,Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai, the second one was
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from Bann Yak, Keng Tung city, Shan State,Myanmar and the third one from Bann Nong

Luang, Mah city, the Tai Autonomous Region, Shan State, Myanmar.
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Figure 3 The scripts were from three different areas Bann Huay Num Khun , Mae Fah Luang
district, Chiang Rai province, and another two villages in Myanmar which are Bann Yak , Keng
Tung city, Shan State and Bann Nong Luang, Mah city, the 4" Autonomous Region, Mong La city,
Shan State.

2. Objectives

1. To compare study the three copies of the chicken bone divination scripts of

the three ethnic groups.

2. To investigate the relationship between human and the three copies of the

chicken bone divination systems in terms of cultural spaces and their environment.
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3. Research Methodology

Data collecting of these chicken bone divination scripts have been conducted since
2004 by starting studying the script of Bann Huay Nam Khun and having a field work to
collect data at Keng Tung and Mong La city. From those scripts had to be interpreted from
Tai lue characters into Thai, but there were some cases they could not be done because
they were in Plang language . That why researchers had to go to the village where Plang
people were living for having that script interpreted . This village was in Chaiang Rai where
these group of Plang people migrated from Bann Nong Luang and Bann Numyua , Mah
town , Myanmar. The reason to choose the scripts from those three villages was that there
was not known of any chicken bone divination script comparative study among Mon and
Khmer spoken people.lt was only found in Tai spoken people. From this research survey of
the villages in the area of Shan State , the scripts were found in only those two villages.
After that it had to have an expert interpret, recheck and compare them in terms of
similarity or differences among the scripts by using of the taxonomy and the concept

framework of cultural spaces of Henri Lefebvre ( Lefebvre, 1991, 2005).

4. The Study Result

4.1 Plang ethnic group

Plang ethnic group in Thailand called themselves “Lua” or Tai Doi. They are
scattering living along Thailand and Myanmar’s border around the area of Bann Huay Hin
Phon, Mae Chan district, Bann Huay Nam Rin Mae Sai district and Huay Nam Khun Village ,
Mae Fah Luang district. In term of population number, they are the second large ethnic
group from Tai Yai group at Huay Nam Khun with their own spoken language. There was an
evidence of document showing of the village settlement and mentioning that there was a
group of Tai Doi who called themselves “Plang”

At Huay Nam Khun village, There are other ethnic group called themselves “Lue”
whose their language can considered as one the language in the group of Mon and Khmer
which is called Austroasiatic languages and it is also Plang language belongs to . Most of
these people who speak this language living in the Yunnan area in China. Some of them
migrated to Keng Tung, Shan state in Myanmar then moved to Chiang Rai, Thailand. In 1967

there was not many people who could speak this language in Thailand . Plang language can
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be classified into another 7 dialects as Toj, Jong Moi,Sateng, Bam Yong, Konma ,Pang Loshi
and Kon Klans.

Plang people who lived in Huay Nam Khun told the story of the journey to
Thailand that they were the group of people who came from Meng Kon Toj in
Xishuangbanna , China and in 1961 Some of them migrated to Ken Tung, Shan State,
Myanmar. They lived there for 3 years and later moved into Thailand at Bann Pha Taek, Mae
Sai district , staying there for 2 years. In 1966 , There was the first group of Plang who
moved and settled down in Bann Huay Nam Khun and integrated with the group of Tai Yai
(Suwannawat, 2003, p. 7)

From the study survey, along the ancient trading route starting from Chihong or
Xishuangbanna, Chaina to Sam Tao, Mong Lah, Mong Mah, Keng Tung , Shan State, Myanmar,
there were some of Plang villages. Each of them had Buddhist places which could be said
that Plang people had some faith in Buddhism. For the case of Bann Yak village, there was a
history of Plang settlement in the village that they were chased away from Ken Tung to this
highland by Paya Mangrai.This group of people used to be in charge of tax collecting for
King of Keng tung and some of them even used to work for the King’s treasury in Keng Tung.
They were recognized as faithful and honest people. Now a day, some Plang families are still
taking care the house of Keng Tung Royal inheritance. Plang people could be considered as
a partial of Royal economy society as well as a partial in the ceremonial practices when
Keng Tung Prince ascended to the throne, by keep them in the Treasury Hall, then later
chasing them away. It was similar to the practice of Lua people in the Kingdom of Lanna.
When during the Keng Tung ‘s Songkran festival, these people were in charge of drum
beating for ceremony all day and night. It showed that even Plang people spoke different
language from Keng Tung Royal group and Tai Khen which was the majority eroup of people
there, they could be considered as a necessary part of the the Keng Tung Royal empowering
structure in terms of economic and ritual practices (Prapattong, 2010).

For the ethnic group of Plang people and Lua in the Kingdom of Lanna, there was
no ethnic relation even their languages used could be classified as the same root. Lua
people in Thailand had a respect for Khun Lung Wilang Ka who was the king in the legend,
whereas Plang group had no connection with that legend. Plang were called themselves as

“Plang” since when they lived in Xishuangbanna,Yunnan, Chaina then they scattering lived
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along the ancient trade route from Kunming in Yunnan,Xishuangbanna, Sam Tao, Mong Lah,
Mong Mah, Keng Tung, Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai,Tak, and to Mottama. Tai Yai called Plang
people as Tai Lauy or Tai Doi (Prachuabmaoh et al., 2012, pp. 67-73).

4.2 The Comparison study Result of The Prophecies of the Three Chicken Bones
Scripts
In aspects of cultural spaces and the prophecy (Henri Lefebvre)

4.2.1. Physical spaces

® House Spaces

From the important key words of prophecies related to physical spaces, It was
covered that the script that related to internal of the house most out of the three scripts
was from Huay Nam Khun , the second one was from Bann Nong Luang. There was nothing
related to internal spaces of the house from the script of Bann Huay Yak. Most of the
words found were similarity , for example, the door, the later, over the door, bed, stove,
middel of the house,corner of the house and under the house. Those words were
mentioned when related to the wrongdoings manners which were considered violating
the sacred spirits. It was practically implied that doing against norm of practices of the
house space as well as norm of appropriate practices and manners towards members of
the family or residents of the house.

According to the repeatedly words and pictographic of predictions in three copies of
the scripts , they could be classified as following numbers of them.

From Bann Nong Luang. For the spaces of the house , there were 5 of them of the
house doors, 4 of the ladders, 1 of the house corner, 1 of the bed room , 2 of the spaces
under the house and 1 prediction word or pictographic of these following , house post,
drinking water pot, beside of the house, and the edge of wooden boards.

From Bann Yak . There was no prophecy word related to house space.

From Bann Huay Nam Khun, It was found that there were 4 of them were ladder
bases, 1 of ladder, 1 of the top of a ladder, 2 of the main door, 2 of the top of the doors, 3
of stoves, 4 of the top of the mattress, 2 of the middle of house spaces, 1 of the spaces

under the house,1 of the spirit of the house.
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® Spaces for daily living and earning ,farming and trading

From the important key words of prophecies of pictographic, It was found that all
three scripts emphasized on the spaces of the way of earning and living such as farming
spaces, trading and producing. They were showing in pictographic of chicken bones
prophecies as following.

From Bann Nong Luang. There were 51 of pictographic prophecies related to trading
and 30 of them for farming.

From Bann Yak , It was found that there were 42 of them related to the ways of
earning and living, and 6 of them for trading.

From Bann Huay Nam Khun . There were 49 of them related to trading and 1 of

them for banana, sugar cane and other trees growing.

® Spaces of environment, forest, pond and three.
From the three scripts, the spaces of Bann Nong, Bann Tak and Bann Huay Nam Khun
, It was found that there were some similarity and repeatedly of pictographic of predictions
such as three, water and stream creek, small stream, waterside, downstream with cogon
grass and termite hill. These words and pictographic predictions were mostly found from
the script of Bann Huay Nam Khun Bann Nong Luang and Bann Yak respectively. They
could be divided as following.
From Bann Nong Luang, for the predictions related to environment consisted of 3
of them for threes and Bo threes ,5 of them for water and ponds , 2 of them for streams, 3
of them for channel of water, 1 of cogon grass, 1 of farming, 3 of them for termite hill, 1 of
top of pool dike and 1 of waterside.
From Bann Yak. The prediction related to environment, one pictographic prophecy
was found. It was referred to a big three.
From Bann Huay Nam Khun . The prophecy related to environment , they were
pictographic of predictions as follows; 5 of them for wells, 1 of termite mill, 2 of them for
water channels or rivers, 2 of them for watersides, 1 of downstream, 2 for them for thick

forests, 1 of irrigation ditch.
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4.2.2 Internal minded Space of individual

® Comparison among victims by sacred spirits (phi, ghost) and their remedy
of correctness (good spirit/bad spirit)
® Sickness or illness

® (Correctness or remedy
From studying of the three copies of the scripts, it was found that phi or secrete
spirits in ethnic group of Plang ‘s beliefs. The sacred spirit or phi was a system which was
related to and had relation with their ancestors and physical spaces, in addition, had an
influence on governing over their daily ways of lives. The 3 scripts showing variety of phi or

sacred spirits as following.

Figure 4 The comparison of sacred spirits (Phi) names according to the three copies of the

scripts

Various sacred spirits (Phi) of the 3 copies of the scripts

Bann Nong Luang Bann Yak Bann Huay Nam Khun
1. Phi Lung Ta 1.Phi  Arak and Phi Arak | 1.Phi Lung Ta
2.Phi PuYa Ta Yai Tawan Ook 2.Phi Pu Ta Ya Yai
3..Phi Rai Na 2. Phi Ruean 3. Phi Lung Pu
4.Phi Lam Huay 3. Phi Phai Bida 4.Phi Mae Kong Kin

5. Phi Rong Nam

4. Phi Banpaburut

5. Phi Poo Ya Ta Yai

6. Phi Bor Nam 5.Phi Man Han. 6. Phi Phai Mae

7. Phi Nam 6. Phi Raiy 7. Phi Roong Taiy Nam.
8.Phi Ruen Phai 7. Phi Mai Yai 8. Phi Chom Bluank

9. Phi Sue Bann 8. Phi Mae Man 9. Phi Mai

10.Phi Pratoo Ruean
11.Phi Bandai Lang

12 Phi Chao Ruean .
13.Phi Tewada Nai Ruaen

10. Phi Rong Nam
11. Phi Tee Don

12. Phi Muang Fai
13. Phi Khan Kao

14. Phi Mod 14.Phi Hua Bandai
15. Phi Mor 15.Phi Tai Toon Ruean
16 Phi Tao 16. Phi Teen Bandai
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17. Phi Prai Mai Ruean 17. Phi Tao Fai
18. Phi Kradueng Tam Khao 18.Phi Sieaw Ruean
19. Phi Tai Bann 19. Phi Ruean
20. Phi Pa Cha 20.Phi Sieaw Muang
21. Phi Dip 21.Phi Tee Soong
22. Phi Arak 22. Phi Lak
23. Phi Wat Rang 23.Phi Pa Cha
24. Phi Sapan 24.Phi Muang
25. Phi Chom Bluank 25. Phi Hon Nuea
26. Phi Ton Mai 26.Phi Sapan
27. Phi Kauy Yam Poo Wan 27.Phi Tang Luang or Phi
Poo Mae Nam
28.Phi Hoo Lah 28.Phi Arak
29. Phi Rai 29.Phi Tao Paya
Various sacred spirits (Phi) of the 3 copies of the scripts
Bann Nong Luang Bann Yak Bann Huay Nam Khun
30. Phi Prai 30.Phi Pad Tee Nueng
31. Phi Bauk 31.Phi Peesat
32. Phi Rai
33.Phi Tee Liang

According to the study of the three copies of chicken bone divination scripts , most
of the names of phi or sacred spirits mentioned in them had the similar names. Only a few
of them were different and the number of sacred spirits of the script of Bann Yak was not
many. The difference in the number of them was reflected the complexity of society in
aspects of morale and ethics in social directing and controlling.

However, from the study , If there was sickness occurring because of some violation
against Phi, it was mentioned that the degree of illness would be at 4 levels that were
minor illness, medium, almost die and the level of passing away. In the script mentioning
about the way to remedy by performing of ritual practice, such as ceremony of well-being

by calling back sprit that lives within each person, worship ceremony for spirits, perform a
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long life ceremony, ceremony of making merit, ceremony of ordination as a novice in
Buddhism, ask for forgiveness perform and perform of dispel bad luck.

Among the variety ways of correctness performing for wrongdoings against sacred
sprits, It was found that at Bann Nong Luang had at most variety of them, at Huay Nam Khun
had a hugh ceremony, and at Bann Yak had only a ceremony of well-being by calling back

spirit that lives within each person and ceremony for sacred spirit  worship.

4.2.3 Social spaces

® Comparison of Cultural life of prophecy

At Bann Nong Luang. Trading and economic way of living were main emphasized as
well as there were social norm and practice was governed by variety of sacred spirits or
phi systems. This research study was found that, there were 31 sacred spirits (phi). They had
influences on manners, performances and relationship among Plang people. All phi systems
could be compared as social rules and regulations of people in daily lives. They were
existing as forbidden rules and against wrongdoings , for example, the prediction of sickness
because of wrongdoings against Phi Suea Bann. Furthermore, in the script also pointed to the
way to correct those wrongdoings such as performing a long life ceremony, ask for
forgiveness ceremony, making a merit practice, or being a chair of the ceremony in a
Buddhism novice ordination.

The script of chicken bone divination of Bann Nong Luang could be reflected the
prediction on cultural lives of Plang people in Bann Nong Luang classified into 1. Mode of
production , trading and way of earning 2. Phi as a social rule governing social relations
among society members. 3. Practices or ceremonies of beliefs as social symbolic of
controlling.

Bann Yak, It was found that , the script of prediction was emphasized on the way
of earning and living and battle. The prophecy related to battle or war, it was the most
found in the chicken bone script of Bann Yak. There were altogether 30 prophecies while in
Bann Nong Luang was only 3 prophecies and at Huay Nam Khun was only one. Moreover, it
was focused on lawsuit and negotiation . For the beliefs and the roles or the influences of
sacred spirits, there were only 8 of them that governed the social relations of ethnic group

of Plang such as when being sickness because of wrongdoings against Phi Arak , sacred
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spirit within personal was away. However, the remedy of illness practices mentioned in the
script were the ceremony of calling back sprit that lives within each person and the
ceremony of worship sacred spirits.

The script of Chicken bone divination from Bann Yak was also emphasized and
reflected of the important aspect of its prediction as follows. 1). The way of earning and
living and war which were derived from context of area spaces and situation at that period
of time. 2) Social governing via the beliefs of violation against phi or sacred spirit which
were social ideology related to social relations . 3) The ceremony of calling back spirit that
lives within each person, the ceremony of retuning party for sacred spirits which were
considered as the medium of social connection.

Bann Huay Nam Khun . It was found that the script was mainly emphasized on
trading, following with the influence of sacred spirit or phi especially towards sickness. The
sickness were caused from wrongdoings which were against 34 sacred spirits. The number of
phi or sacred spirits showed the tightening of the social rules over social relations in society.
In term of comparing of the Huay Nam Khun'’s script to the other two , It could be said that,
at Huay Nam Khun, Plang people were very strict with their traditional rules and norms than
the others.

The rules and norm of practices illustrated in the predictions that if wrongdoings
happening it would cause some illness starting from being almost die to die and the script
pointed out of the way to correct them by practicing or having a ceremony of worship,
sacred items for worship providing etc.

The chicken bone divination script from Bann Huay Nam Khun illustrated the
significant cultural ways of lives as follows. 1) Trading 2) Social control of behaviors through
the beliefs of all wrongdoing against ghosts or sacred spirits.  3) Ritual practices or
ceremonies were important as mechanism of remedy or society proper ways of behaviors
consciousness . At Bann Huay Nam Khun those earlier mentioning was at most seriously

concerned.
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5. Discussion

From the study of the 3 copies of the chicken bone divination scripts, In terms of the
cultural way of life , it could be said that the chicken bon divination could be like a
constitution of a small society which was confirmed from the study that the predictions
were in the form of suggestion or telling that which behavior was “eood” or “not good” .
The suggestion and telling came out into the aspects of for example, trading, farming, law
suit conducting, journey taking, negotiating. All these words were under the concept of belief
in “eood behavior or misconduct of behavior”. The scripts had an influence and power on
those behaviors related to all those mentioned aspects.

In addition, toward the wrongdoings against ghosts or sacred spirits , it was found
that it was appeared in the chicken bone divination scripts as the forbidden behaviors
which were well aware by everyone in the society. it indicated that the chicken bone
divination script was like rules that governing over social behaviors , activities in particular
space. It could be confirm that it was like having certain autonomous over certain area and
space and it was perceivable by member of society of the meaning of that area or space.By
perceiving that It would finally bring all social ordering and positive relationship among the
people and spaces in society. For example, general people in society will perceive that the
area where it was the beginning area of the water was forbidden to use because of being
against sacred spirit, in fact the forest around that area was the water source, the trees
around them were to be water shed for public usage and consumption. Another example
was to compare is that the case of traffic regulations , at the traffic light, when red sign is
starting, driver supposing to stop , move again when the green light is on. This traffic rule is
used for making an order of the traffic on the street. It was like when wrongdoing happening
it had to be some kind of correction which was considered as rule or regulation to make
society is in order.

In term of being a symbol to confirm the power of chicken bone divination scripts.
All those ceremonies or practices indicating in the copies of the scripts, they were confirm
the existing of phi or sacred spirits to control social behaviors and relationship among
members of society in the ways of respecting exiting rule and norms. It was even important

as of a reproduction for maintaining ethnicity of Plang identity. It could be said that the
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ritual ceremony or practice could be represented and explained of the cultural way of life
relationship of the people in those three areas through chicken bone divination scripts.

The chicken bone divination scripts of Plang people not only be considered as
a constitution for social relationship among people in society, but it was also to link the
belief system to social rules and regulations governed by phi or sacred spirit systems. It
made the scripts of chicken bone divination to have impacts on Plang ways of lives very
much which consequentially to their behaviors in society in the manner of strictly to
norms and to what the scripts said. This would lead to the strong existing identity of Plang
of ethnicity .

On the issue of war or battle prediction especially from the script of Ban Yak, It was
found out that there were mentioned in many places, it was illustrated 1) Time period of
organizing or obtaining the script of chicken bon prediction during the war or it could be
possible that it later will add up the issue of war . 2) The prediction related to battle or war
, it indicated of the political conflict between community or between city. 3) The prediction
related to war or battle could be related to an authorization of whether it could win or
lose in the battle , however the prediction related to war ,could cause chaos and frightening
among people. It would make them to be ready and unity all the time. It finally make the
people unity and allow the community leader to have an opportunity in recruiting the
troops for the battle.

The study found that in the areas in which the three copies of the chicken bone
divination scripts were existed, in terms of social spaces according to Henri Lefedvre, the
script differences were identified in term of the levels of society development issues into
3 aspects.

Physical space in Bann Yak , there was no obvious territory defined and there was a
war going on which caused some migration and the power of leader was supreme authority.
There was only trading and there was no agricultural producing. In Nong Luang case, Its
territory was defined as a rural community which having its way of life based on agriculture
and trade. Whereas, at Bann Huay Num Khun, its territory was defined as an urban
community which was complex. There were plants and fruits growing for household

consumption.
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In an aspect of individual’s mind space, it was found that in term of Phi and its
space being using as mechanism to direct and control society, there was a difference in
the number of Phiin each script which it was implied in complexity of moral and ethics
directing and controlling of each community.

In term of social space, it was found that the complexity in problem solving related
to sacred spirit or Phi system was different. In Ban Yak, there was no correctness performing
of Phi ceremony while in Ban Nong Luang it was found that there were minor ceremonies
within a family. Ban Huay Num Khun, the correctness performing of Phi ceremony had to be
at the town level which was participated by many families.

All these scripts of chicken  bone  divination from those three areas, their
prophycies showed the differnt in society development. That were at Ban Yak, It was a
small size of community with being subsistence of agricultural producing. At Ban Nong
Luang, it was a newly establishment community which having a crop rotation. There was no
obvious territory boundary. Finally, at Huay Num Khun, it was the urban society where there
were some complexity in spaces and agricultural producing with high degree of land

intensively used.

6. Conclusion

This article can be concluded that there were differences of the three copies of the
scripts of the chicken bone divination. Even they came from the same ethnic group, but
from the different areas. Even the 42 pictography of predictions were similarity but the
words of prophecy were not the same. It can be explained that the pictographic of
chicken bones could be duplicated but the interpretations were varied depend on the
context areas, however, the concept framework of cultural space study by Henri Lefebvre
,social structural relation analysis integrated with the social development of each village
were used as data analysis of this research project. The three villages had the differences
characteristics in development °. For Bann Yak, the script was served for the society which
was the community that changing from hunting and collecting wildness things to rotation

cultivation society together with the production technology of the tool for catching wild

5
There was no indicator related to how old of the 3 copies of the scripts and it could not be able to tell exactly

what communities looked like. It was assuming and analyzing that the scripts were for certain type of
community.
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chickens to raise them as domestic ones. The chicken bone prediction has to be done only
by using domestic chicken It was further found that the prediction in Bann Yak mostly
related to war or battle , it rather depended on community leadership authorization in
motivating and organizing people in society than in economic relation perspective.

For the case of Nong Luang , the scrip was suitable for the community where it
depended on trade and crop rotation society. With the contrast of Bann Huay Nam Khun,
where it was a large community but there was visible town territory and no private property
existed. It was a agricultural community changing from crop rotation into land intensively
production. In term of the linkage of the three copies of the chicken bone divination scripts,
it was confirmed that those scripts were used among the group of people who were not yet
Buddhist and not yet in the stage of community development into a part of the large one.
The divination of the scripts were liking rules or principles for the small community in order
to live together.

It was concluded that the comparison of the prophecy of the chicken bone scripts
of ethnic group of Plang people in the three areas could be an indicator that the society
development through basic rules or principles establishment with sacred spirit to punish

and to promote of right and power via chicken.
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