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ABSTRACT

Nowadays accommodation security is of utmost importance for the poor as
they are not afforded to own a piece of lands but they mostly rent from
government, private organizations, or most prominently temples due to its low rental
cost. Most of the times it is the temple granting short-termed lease agreement to

the people which can cause legal issues.

According to The Sangha Act of 1962 (B.E.2505), the abbot can only provide 3
years contract maximum in terms of normal land lease agreement. Land lease
agreement which have longer rental period than 3 years need to be consented from
National Office of Buddhism. The Sangha Act of 1962 (B.E.2505) makes the utilization
of temple‘s land is more complicate and buddhist monk has little knowledge on
these rental rules and regulations so it is risky to these people to invest in
permanent habitat as they can not afford to lose their housing. Therefore, abbot has

no certain policy of the utilization of their temple‘s land in the future.

This research is to assess sustainable beneficial management of monastery land
in Sai Mai District which consist of 3 communities; Wat Nong Yai, Duang Mani, and
Lum Charoen Satha. Unfortunately, Lum Charoen Satha community has pulled out
from our research before starting the project. The research has proved that there is
insecurity in its monastery land. Abbot is able to ignore lease agreement or to do
short-termed ones whereas community can not be part of property use
management. There is no association between the temple and its community
resulting to individualistic society. There are property lease and sub-lease which is
not the purpose of monastery land usage. Due to no clear regulations on monastery
property management, there are a lot of moving in and out as well as pending rental
payments. Also there are unclear policies from the previous abbot for sustainable
beneficial management of monastery land. The main objectives of this research are,
1) to study history of beneficial management of monastery land in Sai Mai District; 2)
to study the transformation of society in monastery land in Sai Mai District; 3) to
study model and problem of beneficial management of monastery land in Sai Mai
District; 4) to study guidelines for sustainable beneficial management of monastery
land in Sai Mai District.

The result revealed that collaborations between temple and communities are
essential in several reasons. First, both needs to realize and be accountable for their

monastery land which is designated to low-income people for residential
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accommodation. They need to cooperate for property preservation and
development. Second, relationships between tenants and landlords should be
recard as temple and householder. The relationship can be strengthen from temple
activity participations and supports. Apart from festive occasion, some special
activities might be apply between temple and householder. Third, it is advised to set
community committee to manage property and its beneficial management and to
develop monastery land for the well-beings of community on behalf of temple.
Fourth, there should be community representative in temple committees for mutual
benefits in order for community to be acknowledged on any problem and be able to
support the solution. Last but not least, having saving fund for property rental,
possibly in terms of saving and credit cooperative, would ease long-termed annual
rent.

From our research, we have come up with recommendations for monastery

land sustainable beneficial management as below.

1. Develop community strength which is people in communities has
participations in community management and strengthens relationship between
temple and householder.

2. Provide mutual advisory between temple and householder to make policies
of rental monastery land.

3. Set up mutual community committee to well- manage and regulate
monastery land.

4. Set temple’s objective of management monastery land. Abbot may issue
regulations for their tenant. For instance, prohibit sublease for commercial otherwise,
higher lease rate or rent review required for this tenant group

5. Establish residence security in the light of legally binding. “Saving fund for
property rental” or “Saving and credit cooperative” might enter into the land lease
agreement on behalf of temple.

Key Word : Model of beneficial management of monastery land, Lease monastery
land, Residence  security of monastery land, Monastery land in Sai Mai
District
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