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Abstract

The Objectives of this study were: 1) to examine basic environmental data and
problems of rice economy as well as food security; 2) to investigate development
approaches of rice economy and food security launched by government agencies and
local communities; 3) to develop knowledge on rice economy and food security; 4) to
evaluate supporting guidelines for rice economy and food security; and 5) to promote a
set of research on rice economy and food security at least on3 sub research topics.

The two selected study areas were: Ban Huay Rong, Tambon Buengplatoo,
Amphoe Banphot Phisai, Nakorn Sawan Province and Tambon Wangtaku, Amphoe
Bang Mun Nak, Phichit Province. Target groups were members of the Large
Agricultural Land Plot in the study areas as mentioned above.

Research methods conducted using are mainly participatory action research
(PAR) techniques with strong community participation and various research tools
including community history, village/Tambon mapping, agricultural calendar, group
history, problem and objective trees.

The results showed that the patterns of rice production employed in both target
areas were large agricultural land plot groups and good quality seedings. Thai national
agricultural policy supported agricultural practices in group management and
marketing channels. Learning process gained in this study were good seedling
production and good agricultural practices (GAP) or organic rice processing.
Community marketing channels cooperated with Charoen Pokpand Group and Uranan
private rice company became successful.

Moreover, after analyzing the problems on rice economy and food security,
three supporting approaches for rice economy and food security raised as the
followings: 1) to increase the standardization of good seeding stock; 2) to promote the
processing of GAP and organic rice; and 3) to extend the marketing channels by local
community.

The five sub research projects on rice economy and food security developed by
local participants from the two target areas were the following topics: 1) To stimulate
knowledge of local groups on good quality seeding production; 2) To support good rice
processing techniques; 3) To promote awareness of safety rice consumers; 4) To
develop rice producers and organic rice markets; and 5) To manage the quality of water
for rice field practices.
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global levels (is achieved) when all people at all times have physical and
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dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life” (FAQ,
1996)'
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1 FAO, (1996) World Food Summit: Rome Declaration on World Food Security and World Food

Summit Plan of Action, Rome 1996.
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