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Abstract

Special Economic Zone of Mukdahan as Spatial Practices of Neolibral State which
seeks to understand the phenomenon of the Special Economic Zone in Thailand. These
top-down’s policy is based on the strategy for connecting the border cities into the neo-
liberal economy, while Mukdahan, which is a special economic zone, is surrounded by
power relations that including the local administration, interest groups and local people.
The result of the policy implementation which encounters the complexity actors lead
to whether political productivity or the changing of power relations. The main question
of this research is “how does the special economic zone as the entity of neoliberalism
practiced on Thai bureaucratic government?” The purpose of this study are (1) to study
and analyze the changing roles and relations between the state and private sector. (2)
to study and analyze the effect of power relations between the local and the state in

Mukdahan province.

The study found that under the complexity of the various sectors.at Mukdahan
Special Economic Zone was an important factor for driving Mukdahan Special Economic
Zone into practice. Those conditions describe that the top-down policy cannot effective
if it is not to collaborate with other sectors. The special economic zone policy must
take into account on the specific conditions and the distribution of benefits across

sectors.

This research has a policy suggestions that divided into two main areas. (1) The
propose to the government, (1.1) the government should reconfigurate the framework
of the law to reduce the centralized power of the government. (1.2) the government
should develop the public-private partnerships institution for operate. Mukdahan
Special Economic Zone (1.3) The development of efficiency and implementation of
strategies in  Mukdahan Special Economic Zone based on transparency and

accountability. (2) The propose to distribute and allocate benefits. The issue is to build



links with the local economy by taking into account for the local competitive advantage
and using local distributors as part of local value chain activities and make local

participation in Mukdahan Special Economic Zone management.



