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Abstract

The research project, “Opportunity” or “Challenge” of Chiang Khong Border Town
Development toward Modernity under the Special Economic Development Zone Policy ,
aims to create insights into (i) the modernization of Chiang Khong Border Town under the
Special Economic Development Zone Policy and (ii) opportunities or challenges resulted
from the new social-spatial relation; in which it is induced by the Special Economic
Development Zone Policy. The research design is qualitative methodology and it employs
ethnography conducted in Amphur Chiang Khong for data gathering and observation
during May-August 2017.

Chiang Khong--in which it is announced by National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) to be one of Chiang Rai Special Economic Zones Phase Il on March 16, 2016--is
designated ‘Trade Promotion Zone’, ‘Tourism’ and ‘Logistic City’, connecting western
China and Luang Prabang, Lao PDR.

The research findings reveal, conceptually speaking, that Chiang Khong Special
Economic Development Zone is the technologies of power for administering and regulating
the borderland by means of expanding the state’s power for its economic and security
purposes; it is characterized by the revisit of Bureaucratic Polity including its
centralization. The Special Economic Development Zone is a discourse enunciated and
practiced by the government in order to transform the development meaning into reality,
to legitimate its strong ruling regime and to sustain the Bureaucratic Polity. Paradoxically,
the Bureaucratic Polity revisit in Globalization Era creates contradiction with the
government’s modes of thinking and practicing, thus manifested in its unclear Special
Economic Zone Policy.

Empirically speaking, Chiang Khong Special Economic Zone is for the time being
unpromising. This is due to unclear policy, no participation caused by top-down hierarchy
policy, no labors surplus in comparison with Amphur Mae Sot, Changwat Tak, and
misunderstanding in community forests grabbing problem among government personnel or
representatives, trans-border capitalists and the locals. To resolve these challenges, the
government must take initiative in civil society participation in order to accomplish the

sense of common ownership.
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