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Abstract

The objective of the research project is to study how Japan molds the character of its
youth as quality people of the nation. The finding will then be presented to the Thai Ministry of
Education, schools and society for further consideration in the development of the quality of the
Thai people.

The research conceptual framework came about as a result of an opinion survey of 59
Japanese residents in Thailand. 85% of the respondents have lived in the country between five
and thirty years. The questionnaire administered is open-ended, allowing the Japanese samples
to express their opinions on the behaviors they perceive in Thai people in comparison to the
Japanese counterparts in approximately ten areas. Essentially, the inquiry is based on a set of
situations showing how Thai and Japanese people will react. The Japanese respondents are
asked to explain how they are taught and trained what to do in such situations, together with
other comments and experiences, as appropriate behaviors forharmonious coexistence in society.

The survey of 59 Japanese respondents yields a total of 526 opinions, of which 449 are
selected by the research team as appropriate behaviors for harmonious coexistence in society.
The data are synthesized and grouped in 8 different headings: social etiquette, conscience about
work and duty, different ways of thinking, respect for rules and regulations, environmental
conservation, cleanliness and order, punctuality, and importance attached to food.The researchers
use the conceptual framework of these eight categories as a basis for interviewing seven
Japanese people in Japan,teachers of pre-primary, primary, lower secondary and upper secondary
schools in Japan and observe classroom activities to study how students are taught. In addition,
the research team conducted random interviews with seven Japanese people in Thailand who
completed their questionnaire via email during the formation of the research conceptual
framework, in an attempt to verify the accuracy of the data and request further opinions. Only
those with children who answered the questionnaire most accurately in their first attempt are
selected. The researchers also conducted an opinion survey of 12 Thai people living in Japan for
at least ten years, to study to what extent they view the Japanese as quality people. Attempts are
also made to study information from the subject of ethics and other literature concerned with the
teaching of Japanese etiquette and expected behaviors appropriate to harmonious coexistence in
society.

The findings reveal that the most important word/phrase indicative of Japanese behaviors
and conducts is “not disturbing others”, while the way to do so is through self-discipline. In a
nutshell, this is the essence in the development of Japanese quality people. Besides not
disturbing others, Japanese people are taught not to disturb the environment and nature. This
way of molding is practiced in the same direction across the country and is not confined to
certain specific areas. Family, school and society all observe the practice, thus making such
molding very effective. Teaching in schools is put to practice until it becomes a habit. This is
not something learned by heart. Rather, the practice is firmly based on concrete objectives as
well rules and regulations. It is carefully and subtly instilled in the people how to live a
harmonious life with others in society. This same way of conduct is seen across the nation and
can be said to represent Japanese culture. In Thailand, on the other hand, Thai parents expect
schools to mold their children, while the three institutions of family, school and society tend to
do so differently and not in a consistent manner.



In addition, the interviews with Japanese respondents residing in Thailand for a long time
on potential benefits to Thai schools result in ten recommendations. The research team has also
selected five additional issues that should be immediately brought to the serious attention of Thai
society for the sake of harmonious coexistence in society and economic development of the
country.

Thailand is moving toward economy 4.0. What is needed and must be developed at the
same time is the development of human resource 4.0. The country has not yet taken action
seriously enough in this matter. It is noteworthy that in the past it has been very successful in
instilling the concepts of Nation, Religious and Monarchy in the people across the nation. It
should be possible, therefore, to raise the quality of the Thai people systematically across the
country in the same manner as recommended in the present research project.
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