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Abstract

This research entitled The Roles and Measures of the State in the Provision of Land
for the Establishment of Special Economic Zones: A Case study of Chiang Rai Special Economic
Zone . There are 3 objectives as follows: 1) to study the roles and measures of the state in
the provision of land for the establishment of special economic zone, 2) to study the impact
of the ways of life of people who are affected by the special economic zone, and 3 ) To
study the movement and negotiation strategies of the people who are affected by land
provision. This qualitative research aimed to understand the social change process by that is
considered through the conflict of land use issues and the establishment of special economic
zones in the border areas. The area of study area consisting of 1) Tobacco Grower Enterprise
Group, Mae Sai district, 2) Ban Sop Kok, Ban Saew Subdistrict, Chiang Saen District, 3) Thung
Ngew Forest Conservation Group, Satan Subdistrict, Chiang Khong District, and 4) Boonruang
Forest Conservation Group, Boonruang Subdistrict, Chiang Khong district which are the target
area that the state has designated as a special economic zone. And there are movement of
people to against and negotiate the land provision. The research was conducted during April
2017 to April 2018 by interview, focus group, observation affected communities, NGOs, and
The National Human Right Commission. The information also obtained from observation of
government officials meeting, seminar and document research.

According to this study, it has been found that the state has played an important role
in initiating the border special economic zone policy since 2000. Chiang Rai province was
selected by the state as the first border special economic zone in 2000. In the time, the
government allowed the foreign investor to select an appropriate land for establishing the
special economic zone. But later, under the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) era
the state changed its role to select the government land by itself to establish all 10 border
provinces nationwide. By using state property for the special economic zone, it is changing
meanings of land to become a commodity for benefits of investment. Chang Rai provincial
government exploit the study of the consultant company to make the community land as
marginal land which it is legitimate for the state to take it from the villagers. As ae result, the
provision of land has the impacts on the villagers in the form of the burden of development,

the exclusion of participation in development, and exclusion from access to land resources.

&



In addition, the measure of the government also creates contradictions itself which are the
conditions of people to against the project of the government. The affected villagers then
negotiated the government by 3 strategies; bargaining for the compensation; mobilizing the
social movement; and constructing new knowledge in land management. As a result Chiang
Rai provincial government has lost the legitimacy in the provision of land.

Keywords: Chiang Rai special economic zone, role of state, land, negotiation strategy
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The role and measure of the state in provisioning
land for Special Economic Zone: A Case Study of
Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

Chiang Rai has been designed as the Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
which covers the area of Mae Sai, Chiang Saen, and Chiang Khong District.
However, it cannot find any plot of land for establishing SEZ. There is also
the civil society group that resist against the changing meanings and usages
of land. In addition, the conflicts over land between state and people
movement is pivotal point of the previous government in the attempts
implementing SEZ policy. And it is also the failures of the state as well. The
question is why state cannot find land for SEZ establishment in this article,
| argue that there are contradiction in the policy and measurement of state
in acquiring land. On the one hand, state try to facilitate for the capital
accumulation but on the other, it must pay the attention to the people's
interest as well. The consequences of the contradiction are the state cannot
maintain political legitimacy in its development, the risks in lives of people
in local level, and a condition of negotiating the meaning of land, and the
resist against SEZ

Keywords : special economic zone, Chiang Rai, land, contradiction
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