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Abstract

The research title, “The Roles of Non-governmental Organizations in Prevention
and Rescuing Commercial Sex Trafficking Victims in Economics Changes Border Area”
was conducted by using qualitative research methodology. The information was
collected from related documents and field research data collecting, include in-depth
interview key informants which are government officials, leaders and staffs of NGOs and
funder organizations and representatives from civil society organizations. The research
areas of this study are Muang, Chiang Khong and Vieng Kaen districts of Chiang Rai
Province, border with Lao PDR and Maesai District border with Tachileik Township of
Myanmar.

The study found that there are many levels of work in the area of human
trafficking in Chiang Rai, both in terms of focus area and target groups. The staffs are
collaborated in the form of "Multidisciplinary Team". In the border area of Mae Sai and
the Tachileik Township of Myanmar, cross-border work has been strengthened by the
coordination of both government and non-governmental organizations.

In Chiang Khong district border with Lao PDR the effort to push for a formal
agreement mechanism has been started between the border towns, Huay Sai and
Chiang Khong District. The roles of NGOs are adapted to the current context of different
risk groups, not only cross-border migrants but also local youth. The works include
production and distribution of campaigning media and training to building capacity of
local volunteers. There is community participation; the establishment of a survey and
surveillance center. The NGOs also has coordinated with the officials in rescuing victims

of human trafficking.

The strength of non-governmental organizations in this field is the high capacity
to access the risk area closely. Their flexible working system that could makes quick
decisions for urgent case. Their weaknesses are the dependence on external funding

which cause many projects unable to continue. The coordination and different



understanding to the issue of related parties also affect the working procedure,
especially law enforcement in each area. However, human trafficking importance which
is recognized widely from international level provides opportunity and support to non-
governmental organizations to tackle the problem. The external threats of target
organizations in this study are the conflicts in neighboring countries that stimulate more
cross-border migration and humanitarian assistance needs in other parts of the world
also can be the factor of funder to decide budget plan for the non-government

organizations.

From this study, despite serious efforts to tackle human trafficking after Anti
Human Trafficking Act 2008 was enacted. However, there are a number of limitations to
government’'s work which make cooperation with NGOs and local community is still
important to tackle the problem both in prevention and rescue victim of human
trafficking. Especially, in the border area where the economic and social situation has
changed rapidly. It is difficult for only authority to access the risk area which is large and
has high diversity of population. The recommendations for this issue is to promote
coordination and capacity building for NGOs and civil society organization both in
Thailand and with neighboring countries and open more opportunity for them to access
the governments funding for anti-trafficking. These would support them for more
effective operation to solve this chronic problem which is more complicated from

traffickers and communication technology.
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