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A Certification System of Timber and Timber Products under the Voluntary
Partnership Agreement between Thailand and the European Union
on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade

Pawinee Udommai and Thanthip Srisuwannaket

Abstract

This research studies on a scheme of a certification system for rubber harvested from
private lands and agriculture lands. It will be used for supporting an export of rubber and rubber
product into the European Union under the Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA). The research
will explore stakeholders’ roles and problems including a related law on planting, harvesting
and transporting rubber to the sawmill.

This research reveals that the critical control points of the processing of rubber include
a rubber farm or land which the rubber is growth, a merchant log yard and a first sawmill. Legal
problems on certifying timber at the rubber farm and the merchant log yard is that there is no
verification of source and acquisition of ownership, and no identification of rubber which is sold
and transported. Another problem is that there is no reference about the rubber source in a
timber account of the sawmill.

The results of analysis on optional certifications reveal that the participatory guarantee
system is the appropriate option for certifying the rubber because there are low transaction cost,
promoting on stakeholder participation, and no more burden to the stakeholder. Therefore, this
research proposes the scheme of participatory guarantee system. The system consists of three
stages. First, at the rubber farm, the farmer prepares a report of harvesting and submits to a
subdistrict or village headman or an agricultural group or unit before harvesting. After harvesting,
the farmer prepares a packing list. The packing list will be certified by a purchaser or a driver.
Second, when the rubber arrived the log yard gate, the transported rubber will be certified by
the merchant whether the rubber is accurate with the packing list before moving into the log
yard. Before the rubber will be sold, the merchant prepares a packing list. The packing list will
be certified by a purchaser or a driver. The merchant then updates the timber account of the
log yard. The last stage, when the rubber arrived the sawmill gate, the transported rubber will
be certified by the processor whether the rubber is accurate with the packing list before moving
into the sawmill. The processor then updates the timber account of the sawmill by referring to
the packing list.

The issues should be improved and developed include (1) to repeal a requirement on

restricted species in private land under the Forest Act, B.E. 2484 in order to promote a plantation



of economic trees, (2) to apply the participatory guarantee system for other unregulated species,
(3) to develop a role of relevant persons or units to be acknowledgement persons, (4) to develop
a role of merchants on supply chain control appropriately and do not create an unnecessary
burden for the merchants, (5) to apply a National Single Window system for controlling of supply

chain and (6) to support a knowledge on VPA and provide some remedies for stakeholders.



