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Abstract

The main question of this research is 1) What are the barriers and problems of accessing
social welfare of migrant workers in the Mae Sot and 2) What are the social capital of the actors
in Mae Sot? And one of the objective is to have policy proposals for the development of
cooperation mechanisms of social welfare among various actors including NGOs, government
officials and worker’s Community-Based Organization. The findings are that 1) the barriers to
accessing welfare of migrant workers in the Mae Sot border area are due to three reasons: the
definition of the work that the Thai government has defined is limited and does not cover the
various types of work in the area. Labor registration is complicated and often changes. The recent
Thai government measures (2017-2018) did not facilitate the entry into legal status, but aggravate
the problem. And the unit of the existing border welfare is not comprehensive, it is only provided
to individual workers. This is not consistent with the life-cycle of migrant workers in the Mae Sot
border area that has come into Thailand with their family members. Children and aging people
are excluded from receiving welfare services provided by the state which means most migrants
in Mae Sot area do not access to basic social welfare. 2) Another findings is that migrant workers
in the border area of Mae Sot seeks to solve the problem of inadequate access to their welfare
by combining together at several levels, or so-called the "Community-Based Organization" (CBOs).
Some CBOs work closely and get support from NGOs, but some do not. These CBOs play an
important role in providing basic welfare to illegal workers and their family. CBOs also works
closely with local workers. This research proposes that the development of mechanisms for the
labor welfare network in the Mae Sot must relies on exiting social capital in the areas resulting
from the integration of local actors, NGOs and CBOs. The decentralization of labor registrations to
these community organizations is increasing. The state should not take on a unified centralized
registration of labor. In addition, there is a need to revise the concept of welfare in an open space
that is open to the family or to the followers of the labor force to gain access to public welfare.
Resolving problems in terms of registration and in terms of the main idea of welfare is something
to promote. This means that the workers will reduce the burden of taking care of their own lives
in the area and move less. This will ensure that workers are willing to remain legal and do not

risk entering the illegal network in the Myanmar-Thailand border.
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