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Abstract

The Bangpakong is the major river in eastern region of Thailand, and is important not only to its
human’s living, settlements, works, livelihood, and social and culture, but also to supporting its nature and
environment, great number of fauna and flora, and diverse types of ecosystem ranging from the upstream low
land tropical rain forests, swamps, creeks, farms, to the downstream mangrove forests. This allows the areas of
the 122 kilometre long river to have plenty of the valuable ecological capital, social and economic capitals, as
well as the local wisdom. In The Bangpakong Grounding Project, phase 1, the work of area-based sustainable
development is linked to the concept of cultural ecology, aiming to investigate the process of communities’
cultural root empowerment, the cultural mapping, and the cultural space and eco-cultural entrepreneur
establishing. And the methodologies used are the documentary research, the ethnographic research, and the
action research through the framework of contemplation-oriented transformative learning. The results reveal
that the strength of the Bangpakong communities, from the past to the present time, can be determined by the
following issues: the culture of ethnic groups, the religions and belief, aquatic resources, forest resources,
agriculture and food production, trading and water and land transportation, and the regional administration.
Upon deeper inquiries into each of the three selected areas, the root empowerment of Klongkuan is by being the
healthy land with healthy life and good reverential-agriculture, including the production of tasty, clean, safe,
and good food. The root empowerment of Banpho is by being the land where people can live friendlily with the
three different aquatic systems: fresh, brackish, and salt water; complementing with the research of nipa palm
products and artisanal fisheries, and old market’s spirit restoration. Meanwhile, the root empowerment of
Bangpakong is by being the contemporary living place where people can harmoniously co-exist with nature,
and learn to connect with the rich sea heritage of the past. As the major outputs, the project yields altogether 18
potential eco-cultural entrepreneurs, 3 cultural maps, and 22 spots (or activities) of cultural space in 3 different
cultural routes. The process contributing to these outputs is found to be a participatory and experiential one
with the good balance between the inner and the outer practices, where values, meanings, and intents are
prioritized. For the next phase, further work shall be carried out regarding the establishment and creation of
eco-cultural entrepreneurs and products till their completion so that they become tangible and socially and

economically fruitful.
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