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Exploring the Ideological Divide in Critical Theories in the 21°* Century
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Abstract

This paper is an overview of contemporary theories in the humanities and social
sciences in the late 20th century and the early 21st century from the perspective of the history
of ideas. The theorists considered are Terry Eagleton, Hayden White, Amartya Sen, Axel
Honneth, Donna Haraway, Henri Lefebvre, Elaine Scarry, Martha Nussbaum, Guy Debord and
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Within the “after-theory” debate, this article observes 4 key
phenomena. (1) Some ideas of Marxist theorists are re-appropriated for their cultural and

sensorial aspects. (2) Theorists whose ideas are associated or interrelated with French
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Poststructuralism tend to deny relativism and be disposed to explore the ethical dimensions
of knowledge. (3) They also appeal for normativity, justice and consensus. These are values
associated with liberal humanism which they previously criticized. (4) Thinkers from liberal
humanist backgrounds tend to embrace plurality in many aspects. This paper argues that the
ideological boundary between critical theorists from diverse intellectual traditions have

became unprecedentedly blurred.
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