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Abstract

This paper aimed to analyze and compare the acoustic characteristics of
Thai consonants and tones produced by the speakers of the four Lua dialects
in Nan Province which are 1) Ban Sakad Klang Lua Mal 2) Ban Kwet Lua Mal 3)
Ban Ta Luang Lua Mal and 4) Ban Huay Lom Lua Pray. The results show that
the initial consonants /f/ /s/ and /r/ are wrongly pronounced as [phw] [ch] and [I]
respectively. The consonant clusters, both in Consonant + /r/; /kr//khr//pr//phr/
/tr/ and Consonant + /U/; /KI/ /khl/ /pl/ /phl/, are also wrongly pronounced. Only
the consonant clusters which are Consonant + /w/; /kw/ /khw/ are all correctly
pronounced, as same as the final consonants that the Lua speakers can
pronounce all Thai final consonants. For the Thai tones in non-checked
syllables, it is found that the four Lua dialects speakers can pronounce the five
Thai tones, but the acoustic characteristics of the level tones which are the
mid tone (T. 1) and the low tone (T. 2) has a falling contour. This pitch contour
is similar to the falling tone (T. 3) but starts at a lower pitch. It is also found
that the mid tone (T. 1) and the low tone (T. 2) are merged or very close to
each other in Ban Kwet Lua Mal speakers and Ban Huay Lom Lua Pray speakers,
whereas the high tone (T. 4) and the rising tone (T.5) are merged in Ban Kwet
Lua Mal speakers. The Thai tones in checked syllables produced by Lua
speakers are likely different from those produced in live syllables as there are
various acoustic characteristics except for the falling tone (T. 3) which still has
falling contour. It can say that the pronunciation of Thai consonants and tones
by Lua speakers is influenced by their mother tongue which is the Lua language
as well as language contact with Northern Thai (Kham Muaeng Nan) and

Standard Thai language.
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Map of Ethnic Groups in Nan Province : Ethnic groups speaking Mon-Khmer languages
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