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Abstract

The Project on “Developing Agro-tourism for Lan Tak Fah - Khlong Yong
Communities in Nakhon Pathom” focuses on identifying and reviving knowledge and
practices which are the strength of agricultural ways of life of Lan Tak Fah — Khlong Yong
Communities. The project also aims at encouraging organized cultural interpretation in order
to develop the communities into learning space and tourism place with nature based and

community based agenda.

The main objectives of this project is to promote community participation and to aim
at using research result to the actual development of “tourism by the community”. The
Research Team designed data collection process in order to create community tourism trail
focusing on local interesting sites/places. Collaboration between the Research Team and
the Community Team has been the emphasis althrough the project. The Community Team
participated in data collection, including providing information and coordination, including
introduction to the elders and key persons in the community for in-depth interviews. The
Community Team was also knowledgeable about places in and around the community. The
major roles of the Research Team were to help set up agenda and issues, to draft guideline
questions, to document and record, to analyze and to write up. During data collection
process, the Research Team encouraged the Community Team to exchange their ideas and

build their own knowledge about how “community-based research” could be carried out.

Through this participatory process, both teams found out that the Community Team
possessed their own set of knowledge since they are an essential part of the community.
Therefore, they are not the “object” of study but the very active subject or actor in this
process. This kind of work is based on complementarity of expertise. In rural farming
community where the relationship is based on face-to-face system, knowing and trusting
one another is an important factor in data collection process. The Community Team acts as
the intermediary as well as the main research partner/actor, and this is a positive force in
data collection, be they informal conservation, semi-structured interviews, in-depth

interviews, or other methods.

Through several research methods covering literature review, searching through
historical documents and current news about the communities, attending communities
activites and meetings, in-depth interviews, informal and formal group interviews and
discussions, communities workshops, the research team have uncovered cultural capital and

discovered capacity which will serve as tourism resources in the future.

The communities have potentials in terms of geographical location, economics and
socio-cultural characters. Being a part of Bangkok suburb with proximity to other famous

tourism sites, communities agricultural landscape like paddy fields, lotus ponds, Spanish
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moss gardens, vegetable gardens can become tourist attractions. The communities also
have interesting festivals like floating lantern with symbols of constellelation under which on
is born.  The ties between important social institutions like communities, temples and
schools also strengthen bonds among villagers. Various civil society groups and educational

institutes also work with these commmunities and often use them for site visits.

The most important thing is that the communities try to develop organic farming
and to bring back several local rice species, some of which received awards since King Rama

V country rice competition, like Phya Chom, Thong Raya, and Hom Nakhon Chai Si.

The main output from this project, apart from reviving “newly-harvested rice
tradition”, collecting almost-forgotten local stories, the project also produced a guidebook
that may inspire the local to assess, search and collect more stories, a tourist map showing
interesting sites to visit, a leaflet about possible tour programs, and a booklet on steps to
develop community cultural interpretation. Young students from local schools were also

trained to become tour guides, and this would also instigate their community pride.

Apart from the benefit to the communities, the research team brought the
knowledge and experiences from this project into use in the class on “Sustainable Tourism
Development” in the Master’s Degree Program on Human and Social Development,

Chulalongkorn University and make the communities to be one of their field sites.
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