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Abstract

The synthesis of the model for enhancing community strength by using rice
farming as a basis for the enhancement in Narathiwat Province aimed at 1)
synthesising such model, 2) reinforcing community-based research skills of
organizational groups of farmers in Narathiwat Province, 3) cooperating with local
organizations in attempts to support the groups of farmers in Narathiwat Province,
and 4) publicizing Narathiwat rice farming wisdom. This study applied a participatory
action research comprising the following 5 steps: preparing and improving
cooperations among groups of community-based researchers in Narathiwat Province,
generating issues under study from participatory action research problems in rice
farming areas, undertaking the participatory action research in each rice-farming
community, visualizing lessons learned and concluding the lessons from conducting
this community-based research, and synthesizing research findings. The areas under
investigation involved three rice-farming communities in Narathiwat Province. These
communities were Ban La-han, WaengSubdistrict, Waeng District; Ban Bang Khun
Thong, Bang Khun ThongSubdistrict, Takbai District; and Ban Tonmai Sung,
PaluruSubdistrict, Su-ngaiPadi District. The core concept applied in this study was
community strength. As follows are the results of this study.

1. The model for enhancing community strength by using rice farming as the
basis for the enhancement in Narathiwat Province included 11 elements: 1) rice fields
could belife-long learning sources, 2) rice fields could be used to develop people
through research, 3) rice fields could endlessly produce leaders, 4) rice fields could
create good relationships among families and communities, 5) rice fields could be
used to form good relationships among those of different generations, 6) rice fields
showed relationships among human beings, nature, and the supernatural, 7) rice
fields could instill moral virtues in people through learning by doing and interactive
learning, 8) rice fields could cultivate people’s systematic thinking, 9) rice fields could
unlimitedly cultivate added values, 10) rice fields could help people live equally,
and 11) rice fields could be sustainable farmlands for farming.

2. This community-based research using participatory action research
methods helped strengthen farmers’ research skills. Namely, it enabled them to
recognize their own problems, prioritize the problems systematically, and use their

rice fields as learning sources to increase values and ceaselessly foster moral virtues.



3. The rice-farming communities in Narathiwat Province possessed a potential
to cooperate with local organizations to improve rice-farming career, use such
connection to translate research findings into practice in such forms as policies and
action plans devised by local and provincial government organizations.

4. The rice-farming communities in Narathiwat Provincecontained a potential
to publicize their rice-farming wisdom online.

Keywords: synthesis, model for enhancing community strength, rice farming in
Narathiwat Province,



