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Abstract

The development of organic tapioca starch towards supply chain in Ubon Ratchathani
farmers to enhance the organic hub in the ASEAN region.
Sopita Somkid
Department of Agriculture

The development of organic cassava starch towards supply chain in UbonRatchathani
farmers to enhance the organic hub in the ASEAN region was operated by the end of 2016
with the following objectives. The first objective was to assess the cost of cassava
production in the organic cassava starch production system throughout the supply chain by
comparing between the certified farmer group and the group that was prepared into the
organic agriculture standard, the second, methods and cost structure of activities in the
supply chain as well as the logistics system of organic cassava starch were compared
between the export of organic cassava starch to the European market and the US market
and the third to develop and upgrade the organic cassava farmers' group to adopt organic
cassava standards in USDA, NOP or EU Organic system. From the comparative study of
farmer’s cost from interviewing, it was found that the farmer’s economic cost in organic
cassava production in regards to fixed cost, labor cost, soil preparation cost, production
factor and harvesting cost. The costs were eleven 11,935 baht / rai, with an average cost of
2.65 baht / kg. The profit obtained was at 0.35 baht / kg and the selling price was of 3 baht
at starch content 25%). The production cost of non-organic cassava was 8,410 baht /
rai or 1.87 baht / kg. The profit was 0.13 baht / kg and the selling price of 2 baht at starch
content 25%). Although the cost of organic cassava production was higher, the yield was
accepted in highly confidence, affected in the higher purchase price of organic cassava.
There is no record of environmental and ecological impacts on farmers' lives and health.
The impact of economic value on the area as well as the yields generated within the crop

that generates extra income for farmers is not yet calculated.

As for cost of production, the cost of producing cassava starch has higher cost than
conventional starch production due to adding of cost of promotion cassava starch
production at 1 baht / ke., the USDA, NOP and EU Organic certification is costing 3.20 baht /

ke. and the cost of buying cassava root that was higher than the original production at 4.40



baht / kg. Total increased cost of organic cassava production was 8.60 baht / kg. The cost of
production of non-organic cassava was 13.76 baht / kg. selling price was 14.91 baht /
kilogram, have profit at 1.15 baht / kg, whereas the organic cassava starch have cost of
production at 22.36 baht / kg., have selling price at 22.31 baht / kg. This resulted in a loss of
0.05 baht / ke. Based on the cost of organic cassava starch produced in term of the USDA,
NOP and EU Organic certification’s standard that have cost at 3.20 baht / kg, if the
government has a clear policy to support the production and exportation of organic tapioca
starch and can support the costs incurred in this process, to do these, it will contribute to

sustainability in exports.

Develop and upgrade organic cassava growers to adopt into organic cassava
standards in the USDA NOP or EU Organic system. Farmers who can produce by using
technology of the Department of Agriculture and the Organic Crop Production Manual, their
organic cassava production could reach 4.5 tons / rai.,, which is higher than the national
average 3.5 tons / rai. To meet the policy of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives to
expand the area of organic production. This project was successful in building 3 groups of
farmers. The 1st generation of farmers can apply for 9000-2559 USDA NOP and EU Organic 9
farmers, 30 rai. The 2nd generation of farmers apply for certification 9000-2559 36 farmers
146 rai and prepare to step in the USDA NOP and EU Organic Standard in the future and the
third generation of farmers apply for organic cassava system amount 398 farmers 2,824 rai
with the goal of expanding the production area to 20,000 rai in 2022. So, it is necessary to
create learning center in order to build up correct knowledge, understanding in technology

and standards to achieve the goal.



