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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the potential of tourism supply on
both sides of the Mekong River in Nong Khai and Bueng Kan provinces across from the
Lao People's Democratic Republic. The researcher sought to address the problems,
obstacles and possible solutions for the enhancement of tourism prospects in this bi-
national region. This research study was conducted between June 2017 and May 2018.
The data were collected by interviewing tourism stakeholders, including tourism-
related entrepreneurs, government officers, travel managers and the public sector. To
select potential tourist attractions in the study area, this research study used a survey
and potential tourist attractions assessments of 40 tourist attractions by using 8 aspects
of the criteria for evaluating the potential of tourist areas, including 36 indicators,
namely 1) attractiveness and value of the spot2) ease of access 3) facilities services 4)
tourism activities 5) tourism management 6) reputation 7) accommodation capacity 8)

local involvement in the sites.

This research study used content analysis based on the data obtained from
interviewing 162 stakeholders in the area to acquire information on the strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and limitations of tourism sites in Nong Khai province,
adjacent to Vientiane and Bueng Kan province, and the Bolikhamxay district, Lao PDR.
Basic statistics such as the average value were utilized in analyzing the potential of the
tourist attractions based on data collected from tourist potential evaluation forms at

40 tourist attractions.

The research found that top 6 tourist destinations in Nong Khai province include
Si Chomphu Ong Tue Temple, Ban Wang Nam Mok, Pho Chai Temple, Sala Kaew Ku,
Nong Khai Aquarium and Thai Temple, respectively. And the top 6 tourist destinations
with high potential in Bueng Kan Province consist of the Tham Phra waterfall, Phu Wua
Wildlife Sanctuary, Ahong Silavas Temple, Hat Kham Somboon, Sawang Arom Temple

and Phu Thok, respectively. The top 6 tourist destinations with high potential in



Vientiane are Pratuxay, Phra That Luang, the morning market, Tha Ngon, Xieng Khuan
Temple (Buddha Park), Phra Kaeo Temple, respectively, and top 4 with high-potential
tourist destinations in Bolikhamxay are Wang Nam Yen, Phra Bat Phonson Temple,

Dragon Cave and Phutawen farm, respectively..

The study also found that the problems for tourism products in this area are
the followings: 1) The problem of creating identity or the prominence of tourism
products in the study area should be more developed. 2) the problem in supporting
tourist attractions in terms of facilities that are insufficient to meet the needs of tourists

and 3) problems in the competitiveness of the tourism sector in the study area.

For the problems of tourism management including 1) problems in agencies
related to tourism development and management in the study area, there are many
units causing lack of integration in working together 2) Legal problems related to
tourism found that the regulations and laws related to tourism and facilitating travel
in Thailand and Lao PDR are also very different which make it difficult from one nation
to another 3) problems of the shortage of expertise among travel personnel in creative
tourism management in the study area which requires the development of various

travel skills for relevant personnel.

For suggestions on ways to develop the supply potential of the Mekong tourism
in Nong Khai and Bueng Kan provinces, linked to the Lao People's Democratic Republic,
consisting of 1) suggestions on the development of potential areas or attractions,
namely, should develop facilities to support tourism, should create a viewpoint or
create a highlight for the tourist attractions, should create interesting tourist programs
linking the countries more, such as heat 12 kong 14 (Isan lifestyle value ), various forms
of water tourism activities, etc. 2) suggestions on development of services and tourism
management potential, including a local checkpoint to facilitate travel, tourism in the
area of Bolikhamxay to allow tourism to be more convenient, increase cooperation

between the government and the private sector in the Bolikhamxay and Bueng Kan



districts. In addition, there should be more emphasis on advertising and public relations
activities between Thailand and Lao PDR and tourism personnel must be trained to

reach a better standard of tourism services in various aspects.

The results of this study will benefit sovernment agencies and the private
sector both in Thailand and Lao PDR in the use of information obtained from this study
for the enhancement of tourism attractions in the studied area. In order to increase
the competitiveness of the tourism sector in the Mekong region in an era of the
opening of the ASEAN Economic Community which will result in increased competition

in the tourism industry in the Greater Mekong Sub-region.

(Keywords : Potentiality of tourism, Tourism stakeholders, Tourism supply,

Tourism in the Mekong River region)
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