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Abstract

Project Code: RDGB0OX0003
Project Title: Caring for Vulnerable Family in the Social and Demographic Transition
Investigator: Bhubate Samutachak, et.al

Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University
E-mail Address : Bhubate.sam@mahidol.ac.th

Project Period: 25 September 2017 — 24 September 2018 (12 months)

The objective of this study is to review the definition and scope of ‘family’, ‘household’, and
‘vulnerable household” within the context of different living arrangements of Thai households. This
study also aims to synthesize the findings of the other 4 projects conducted under this project. The
synthesis approach of this study is of 2 strands: systematic literature review and the synthesis of
the findings from the 4 projects. The results show that the current official definitions of family are
diverse according the increasing complexity of the Thai society. The demarcation of ‘family’ and
‘household’ because family and household are ‘social space’ encompassing physical location and
emotional connection. Connecting and integrating the findings from the 4 projects revealed that the
diverse living arrangement of the older persons led to changes in their expectation towards their
children. The conventional idea that older persons would depend on their children as they become
aged has changed to ‘dependence as the occasions call’, reflecting the concern for self-value and
dignity of the older persons. Nonetheless, ‘the more ones become aged the more ones miss their
children” and ‘don’t want to die alone’. Women’s double roles as a mothering and co-breadwinning
have become stronger that creates frustration and hesitates to bear children. The mechanism for
taking care for vulnerable families must collaborate ‘within house’ (family members’, ‘next door’
(neighbor), and community, local government, public agency, private sectors, civil society, and ‘stock
market’. The local governments must develop the vulnerable family database in order to suggest

effective policy and directions to improve older persons’ quality of life.

Keywords: Caring for vulnerable family, older persons, elderly persons, female roles, work-life

balance, rural family, household database, social enterprise, living arrangement
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