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Abstract

This China Watch research is a cumulative of almost 2 years effort to bring in
many academic researchers from different universities to answer very important
questions about the future of Thailand foreign-policy posture in the fast changing
International environment. This research is a part of the bigger research series called
Superpower Watch, under the funding of Thailand Research Fund, which aims to
monitor ongoing competition between the great powers in Asia, specifically USA,
Russia, China and its impact to Thailand. For China Watch project, the research
focuses on three related topics. The first question is about how and why China
decided to create its own strategy. The research devoted a chapter to discuss China
traditional philosophy and socio-political history to understand its perception
recarding itself and the world and what its desire for the future of China’s
international standing among nations. The second question concerns the current
China’s Belt and Road Initiative, on how the project will help to carry out China’s
grand strategy. The last question focuses on how China’s grand strategy and its
offspring projects will affect Thailand’s social economic and political future. And
finally, the last chapter centers on the recommendation that the research team has

compiled for Thailand future policymakers.

Keywords: China, China foreign policy, Grand Strategy, International Relations, East
Asia, Southeast Asia, New Silk Road, Thailand National Strategy and ASEAN
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1. China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor (CMREC)

2. New Eurasian Land Bridge (NELB)

3. China-Central and West Asia Economic Corridor (CCWAEC)

4. China-Indo-China Peninsula Economic Corridor (CICPEC)

° https://www.merics.org/en/china-mapping/silk-road-initiative
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5. China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
6. Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIMEC)
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Il Chart of the Week

2,000 YEARS OF ECONOMIC HISTORY IN ONE CHART
All major powers compared by GDP from the year 1 AD
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Chinese Population from

entry # 100 BCE to 2000 CE
Year population CHANGE % North Cent-south Notes Dynasty
1 -100 57 Hwang-Ho Yangtze Early Han
2 220 57 0 Late Han
3 600 45 -12 -21% 35 10 Sui
4 750 45 0 0% 25 20 T'ang
5 1080 78 33 73% 33 45 N. Sung
6 1200 100 22 28% 45 65 S. Sung
7 1250 110 10 10% Chin
8 1350 60 -50  -45% Yuan Mongol
9 1450 100 40 67% Ming
10 1550 125 25 25%
11 1650 95 -30  -24% Ch'ing
12 1740 200 105 111%
13 1800 300 100 50%
14 1875 420 120 40%
15 1969 740 320 76% People's Rep
16 2005 1304 564 76% 1.6 TFR
17 2011 1339 35
1000 71— e =
Fossil Fuel, Fertilizer,
CHINA Discipline
800
.. 600 1 Irish Potatoes
o
O =1 , t Potat S,
E 400 Overpopulation MalizgySwee ng(:"?fe;
E Overpopul?ﬁon . / Overpopulqﬁon Periodic
2 200+ \ Champa Rice, . Overpopulation
- \ Double Cropping 2-3 Rice Famine
a2 of Hillsides\ Crops,
cg 100 —{ pisorder, Reballion B Sorghum Great Peasant i
g 80 Revolt Feiitine Rebellions Communist
S 60—
- Mongol Wars Manchu Conquest Republic
40 — }—— Mongol — . — [
—T'ang— b —Sung i t Ming— F—Manchu |
I ] I 1 1 I T T 1 I
1000 A.D. 1500
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fisn: https://myweb.rollins.edu/jsiry/ChinesePopulationHistory.htm
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(Kangnido World Map 1402, Ch'tan Chin and Li Hui, The oldest World map surviving

in the East Asian cartographical tradition)

AMUNUTLI LTINS Rttt samaiuuasUsemeasoudns lununiduansliniug
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 a =% a 4 a a 9 o a
LLNUVWW]EJG\FJTJI‘UQUOQV]T[JLL@Wiﬂqﬂia@‘ULﬂﬁlluVﬂQﬂqusﬁqﬂﬁUaﬂLLNUW

fian: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:KangnidoMap.jpg
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(nwauves Mercator unmunuidunidenigauazgnldodauisdagiu)

fian: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercator 1569 world _map

NN 3.10 Gerardus Mercator Q"nmmuﬁ

(Gerardus Mercator 1569, “Nova et AuctaOrbis Terrae Descriptioad Usum Navigantium

Emendate Accommodata”)

fian: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercator 1569 world _map
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AW 3.11 uwuiives Matteo Ricci

fiyn: https://www.usfca.edu/news/usf-brings-masterpiece-maps-asian-art-museum

Matteo Ricci
LI ZHIZAO, ZHANG WENTAO 1602

AN 3.12 Matteo Ricci ;f,ifmmmuﬁ

Ada o

(mwauilan?iduldlugasrvisdnils iWunnunffivtuusdudlidiulduazueuliuniy 7

1 s

widunefe dnsinsusuwuinbiauindudugeguinativedlan sufuwuivewms fuand

< v = v
Wusukuulunsawkunlanatul)

fian: https://www.lib.umn.edu/bell/riccimap
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https://www.lib.umn.edu/bell/riccimap

AN 3.13 wHUNYBY Ferdinand Verbiest

fian: http://www.asianart.org/regular/verbiest-map

Ferdinand Verbiest 1674

AN 3.14 Ferdinand Verbiest ﬂﬁ’s’lﬂuwuﬁ
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fian: https://sciencemeetsfaith.wordpress.com/2018/10/09/ferdinand-verbiest-and-

the-first-automobile-vehicle/
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HUMAN POPULATION: 177 M

POPULATION (billions)

ey e

POPULATION (blllions)

-06@3 GOO. @ 0@@@

1 100 200 300 400 00 600 700 800 900 1000 NOO 1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000
YEAR

HUMAN POPULATION: 1.O0B

POPULATION (billions)

S,
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1 A ¢ 4 1
A 3.15 WaINNY LYY

(nmupuaITinysdefivey (Ecumene) WunsuansliiuinUssvwudiulngredaneifeegdila a1n

amuansirdnlngondvegluedeliuaziafivny Tusennounaziinsuingnavnssuluns Tumn)

Fin: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUwmA3Q0_OE
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Ancient Versus Modern

The early roots (up to 200 BC)

The Middle East India China
3000 BC Egypt Sumer
2500 BC Assyria—Babylonia Harappa—Mohendjo
Daro
1500 BC Shang-Zhou
700 BC Hegemons
Greece l
500 BC the Achemenides Buddha Confucius
400 BC Zoroaster the Warring kingdoms
300 BC
Alexander the Great
Hellenism

Europe-Middle East India China Peripheries

s005c
200 8¢ Hian

0 Rome/Byzantium—Christianity Kuchan
200 D Parthian-Sassanid l N. and S dyns
300 AD Gupta = Khmers
= Hinduization of
South East Asia
600 AD Islam Sui-Tang ~ Central state
Western . in Korea
700 AD Barbarians split
Umayyad y ;.
900 AD ‘ Abbassid Ghaznavid Five dyns = A(xnzrzl state
' in Vietnam
1000 Ap Buyid song
Khurasan
North Africa dyn. Khwarizm
Fatimid i
1200 AD Mamluk Delhi sultanate = 100 Years War
Seljuk Dravidian states
‘ Tamerlane
1300 AD l Yuan = ltalian cities
Genghis Khan ] ® Majapahit kingdom
1400 Ap Ming = Reconquista
1500 AD Ottoman Safavid Mughal state * = Reformation/Renaissance
Dravid. states Qing e
1600 aD x Tokugawa state
(British conquest) )
(1911) ( Mciji—1860)
The tributary systems (300 BC - 1500 AD)

[
aa &

A 3.16 915essTunaniavuTulanunanurE Ny Bdandy
(wansliiuieonsesssundniiintululan wainuvasiiuyedordefie luwanwfnesisdou dudeuaziu

INTITIAANE \Antunazdeuaimunianan)
ﬁm: Frank, Andre Gunder and Gills, Barry. (1994). The World System: Five Hundred

Years or Five Thousand?
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By far the most rapid shift in the world’s economic center of gravity

happened in 2000-10, reversing previous decades of development

Evolution of the earth’s economic center of gravity'
AD 1 to 2025

P T
NN

S

1 Economic center of gravity is calculated by weighting locations by GDP in three dimensions and projected to the nearest
point on the earth's surface. The surface projection of the center of gravity shifts north over the course of the century,

reflecting the fact that in three-dimensional space America and Asia are not only “next” to each other, but also “across” from
each other.

SOURCE: McKinsey Global Institute analysis using data from Angus Maddison; University of Groningen
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S. KOREA

More than six decades of fighting for control in the @
South and East China Seas, some of the most hotly Y UNITED
contested waters on Earth JAPAN (19) STATES
CHINA (61) (6)
CHINA
INDIA SEA
(1)
[ =

/ @ TAWAN (4)
VIETNAM (17)
CHINA

PHILIPPINES

(24)
SEA

MALAYSIA (4) .

INDONESIA
4]

Ao Ao

A 3.18 Uszaulgmindulinuuszmasiing

a

(wansbiuUsznutymiduiifulsemeniag duaneasdudsematuuituginiaeds

1al o

nziuean Ussnudymdnlngfifudiu auvluduazioauy Wuimhdunninaanudauds
Inndududiuiuannisuatgimast a.e. 2010 Wuduan)

fisn: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2012-09-04/island-grabbing-asia
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NUNLINUAT-MUBIANY (33057 1 nTaMmuvIUAT-UATIITEL) Tneddunisindisudom
China Railway International Co., Ltd. lagu3®¥w China Railway Design Corporation GR
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a4 4 . i
Qaaulaumﬂ, http://www.thaigov.go.th/news/contents/details/6163
45 f a & o a o a - v &
neUngunIU. (2559). ﬂ'ﬁﬂﬁ]@]Qﬂ'ﬁﬂ%uu@’]uuﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘b}mgwLﬂﬁ:}‘sﬂ’t’]ﬂﬁuqﬂ’ﬁLWE]ﬂ’ﬁaﬂVluIﬂiﬂﬁiNWﬂﬁqu
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“ @aa‘tﬂ,a‘ﬁmﬂ, http://www.aseanthai.net/ewt_news.php?nid=5859&filename=index
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NOINUAINIINLDAIUNITRIMUIU-8WTEU (CAF) andunisaielanisiiuves
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Unasuiaziasuauwdaunsdituanusiuiiossninedunazondau Tidnungimu
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(1) agnuiasugiagisi¥elvs (New Eurasian Land Bridge~NELB) (31970

A a & a ey A A s o Y}
V]']Li@L%aﬂu%EJUﬂﬂiumm%aWEN"g au@@mLlI'ENﬁE]@L@@iﬂﬂﬂu%ﬂiﬂm%?u@ﬂ

" gesulatiann, http/thai.cri.cn/247/2015/05/12/1215232301.htm

* gesulationn, http/thai.cri.cn/247/2015/05/12/1215232302.htm

® Qaauiaﬂmﬂ, 910 https://mgronline.com/china/detail/9600000050673

* @aa‘tﬂ,a‘ﬁmﬂ, http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1212266.shtml
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(2) serloarsugnadu-usalnife-Sade (China-Mongolia-Russia Economic
Corridor-CMREC) winluaeadunisdie 1) anidlestinds eudumeeiusedndely
wWnlUSalonas 2) andlesiwdsuliduiiosdnvaesiade

(3) se1JoaiATYgnadu-lelenans-teliengJunn (China-Central Asia-West
Asia Economic Corridor—-CCWAEC) L“‘fJuLﬁumqﬁﬂﬁ’ﬁgﬁlumimudqﬁﬂﬂuuazﬁ”wasamwﬁmﬂ
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(4) sz 089ATYgnau-A1uaynsduladu (China-Indochina Peninsula
Economic Corridor--CICPEC) \Hausgninainiasughaanivisuinusiigissiuussina
Tuaugiiniaguushinlag

(5) serleaiAsugnadu-Uananiu (China-Pakistan  Economic  Corridor--
CPEC) Wenduifuioideld

(6) szilpaasygnadanana-3u-duifs-1ilsuun (Bangladesh-China-India-

1

Myanmar Economic Corridor--BCIMEC) 15u91nidleadwnisaivaunasesmuiestuliesgens
lugsinFennanivesuniany”
2. MIaliunslagsgiaiauasusTEnIy
Tumsiufiugnsmaniunuiasidumaiu Juldduaiuisiamiuazussdneonsuly
nstt A IuANIINTUUIZINARIEY AIULULILOULAZIEUNIDNMEY 817 UTTENNISNITIRUY
UsEmAEdesiunsadasalu
2.1 USTEININITRY
SUIANTRRAMNTTULATIIAIYENTIUIU (Industrial and Commercial Bank of
China  Limited--ICBC) flunumandgyiilinisatuayunaiduiiuinwimisnisGuliun
asuIuitaulaszamulagendomnunioumenuiuyuuaznisiieiorissiulan suds
Uszaumsaimaduivnumansduliussiatufanudavialan
Uszialnglaasnutuinanudiladusuninsledds ais1susguseevuiuuay
aunausuIasinginisasnuediiodugadududunuiaienianistuiusunais
I(CBC Aifmualngiiigalulanifioativayunisamuluaimunfiiawniang fusen (EEC) 1y
seusniftedugudrunisliuimamamaiu wu mdadauduaniuisuiunsuagssuy
nstrsEiutesueawasmnliinamuluasiaufimuaians fuoen lnegadivine

T dugudnaramanisiuveginialueuinn

. Qaauiaﬂmﬂ, http://china-trade-research.hktdc.com/business-news/article/The-Belt-and-Road-
Initiative/The-Belt-and-Road-Initiative/obor/en/1/1X000000/ 1X0A36B7.htm
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412 @ flsunasdunusineUszma 1,507 wis AseuAqu 143 Ussimamlan 1Wuaanly
Ussialngdnau 22 uvs
2.2 ussemiiigadasiunisairesalnianuiEage

(1) USEM China Railway International Co., Ltd.

U3 China Railway International Co., Ltd. (CRI) {Juu3svgnues China
Railway Group Limited (CREC)” iiloatfuayugnsaans “go out policy” u3®m CREC 16l
reaustmeeslnmide China Railway International Group Limited (CRIG) Tulfou
ngeAneu A.A. 2013 lnan1suiulaseadneuesuieyn CRI US¥M CREC Venezuela Company
US®" CREC Oriental International Construction Corp. kagu3®n CREC Laos Company
Weeiu U3 CRIG Tugnusdunuuesuien CREC  ladnviuazaiiunisniusiuile
LAsEgNATENiNUsene lagSununlasanisseninelsema N15a9uLaEN13IANITNIN
msiulunaninassnasuidiiusanazniilunisvensgsialusmsussmaluniuves
CREC

Hagu CRIG  Tdninaulusinaszing 9 wisdensounquvateysemaain
oude woin axtusennans el lewdedls glsunansuasylsunsYusen umed CRIG
Adshiunsuazaiiunslassnsnit 17 Ussmeanazgiana”

(2) UTEMeRNLUUNNNTa IwisUsEnaIL (CRDO)

UTEMeonLUUN 9T luisUsEmAIU (China Railway Design Corporation--
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Avy o a v a

CRDQ) riasisulul a.a. 1953 1Wuiidndudlugiuguseninuinwiiunisd1siauageenuuy

EJEJI’NU‘Jiﬂﬂﬂ’]isUU’me‘ViQJ:SUENUSSL‘Vlﬂ%u 53NANAaNVBIUTEN CRDC ATDUAGUNTIINLAY N
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> @aaulaﬂmﬂ, https://www.khaosod.co.th/economics/news 367755
> @jaauiaﬁmﬂ, http://www.chinafeldmangroup.com/professional/china-railway-international-co-ltd

> @aa‘tﬂaﬂmﬂ, http://www.crecgi.com/en/?about/tp/496.html
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” gesulayann, http/en.crdc.com/gywm/201503/t20150328_470.ntml
* Nye, Joseph S. (2004). Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics.

o @aauiaﬁﬁnﬂ, http://www.dpu.ac.th/msrci/about.php
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> @aaulaﬂmﬂ, http://www.thaicn.net/whzx.html
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IMPORTS (USS$)
2025 goals: To supply 70 per cent of
domestic robotics market.
Own intellectual property rights of 61.8%

key paris
Develop next-generation robots

One or two companies to rank in the
top five in the world

17.5% 15.7%

5.0%

Japan Germany S Korea Other

Maritime equipment
\2 and hi-tech ships

2025 goals: At least five Chinese
manufacturing companies to be
globally recognised

IMPORTS (US$)

To supply 40 per cent of
international maritime equipment 29.3% 28.3%
High-tech ship design and

manufacturing equipment to supply
50 per cent of international markets

23.8%
18.6%

Japan Brazil S Korea Other
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o \
@ Railway Transport

IMPORTS (US$)
2025 goals: Overseas business 10
account for 40 per cent of total
Have a presence in high-end
segment of global railway transport 35.9%
value chain s

Germany ltaly

2 New energy and
, energy-saving vehicles
IMPORTS (US$)

2025 goals: Domestic products with
intellectual property rights to supply
half of domestic market

Self-sufficiency rate for key parts to
exceed 60 per cent

Export 20 per cent of commercial 27.4%
vehicles
20.8%

Three companies 1o rank in top five
by international sales

Germany Japan
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14.7%

35.7%
13.7%
Japan Other
32.7%
19.1%
USA Other



‘% Aviation and
A aerospace equipment

IMPORTS (USS)
2025 goals: Prototype of large

aircraft engine to be completed

To supply 80 per cent of space
information applications and
develop interplanetary exploration
Domestically produced turboprop
airliners to supply 10 to 20 per cent
of global market. 24.0%
Chinese airliners to supply 10 per
cent of domestic market

20.8%

USA Germany

]

) ) .
{aw’ Biopharma and hi-tech
%31& medical devices

IMPORTS (USS)

2025 goals: Innovative development
and production to reach
international standards

Industrial output of medical devices
to reach 1.2 trillion yuan

Domestically-made core
components to reach 85 per cent 27.6%

Commercialisation of innovative 23.7%

chemicals and Chinese medicines

Germany USA
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38.2%
17.0%
Japan Other
39.3%
9.4%
Ireland Other



New generation
information technology

IMPORTS (USS)
2025 goals: Mobile
communications equipment to
supply most of domestic and nearly 55.7%

half of international markets

Handful of semiconductor
companies recognised as top-tier

Enter the 14-20nm semiconductor
manufacturing process phase

22.5%
16.3%

5.5%

France Germany Other

Vo Tt

New materials

2025 goals: Self-sufficiency 1o 95

per cent and quality of most

products to reach international 64.5%
standards, with some as global

leaders

IMPORTS (US$)

Two to three globally competitive
steel companies

Major advanced construction
materials reach international
standards, 30 per cent share of
alobal market

13.4%

Russia S. Arabia Angola Other

11.3% 10.9%
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Energy equipment

IMPORTS (USS)

2025 goals:To have established
globally competitive companies

To preduce advanced large-scale
thermal, hydro and nuclear power 41.4%
equipment

Renewable energy equipment 10

account for 80 per cent of market

Dominate the formation of global 23.7%

standards for high-voltage
transmission equipment

21.1%

13.8%

Taiwan Japan Malaysia Other

Agriculture equipment

IMPORTS (USS$)
2025 goals: Output to reach 800

billion yuan becoming the world’s
biggest agricuitural equipment
maker

54.2%

Domestically made equipment 10
per cent of domestic

Automation technologies and
equipment to reach advanced
international standards

25.3%

12.2%
8.3%

Japan Germany Italy Other

AW 5.10 nsidnduduasinaluladansussmavesiudadununeannuleule Made
in China 2025 figasaan1sRenI
fian: https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/2163601/made-china-
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