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Abstract

This research aims to review and analyse issues obstacles and challenges
related to the operation of the Thai Environmental Fund. It also intends to present
alternatives and appropriate solutions which are also feasible and applicable in
practice. This is to ensure that the reformation of the Thai Environmental Fund is in
line with the national reform plan. In addition, this research suggests the options
including necessary steps and processes to achieve the Thai Environmental Fund

reform in accordance with the national reform plan.

In studying and researching on the roles, missions and operation of the Thai
Environmental Fund. The research team critically analyses the problems and
challenges faced by the Thai Environmental Fund. This includes the problems
concerning the fund structure, income supply and management, as well as the
allocation of funds. In order to solve such problems and provides sustainable
solutions, the research team studies the basic principles of environmental law and
public finance and fiscal law related to the environmental fund as legal bases for the
organization-structural design, for determining the source of income, and for
establishing the scope and purpose of allocating resources of the Environmental Fund.
In addition, a comparative study of foreign environmental funds was conducted in
order to provide guidance for the developing of and providing solutions to the Thai
Environment Fund. The comparative study includes the case-studies from New
Zealand, the United States, and Bhutan.

To ensure effective and sustainable operation of the Thai Environment Fund,
the research team proposes three possible options to improve the Environment Fund
taking into account the limitations of public law, administrative law and fiscal law that
may affect the organizational structure of the Environment Fund and its human-
resource structure. The first option is to establish an environmental fund in the Ministry
of Natural Resources and the Environment having the Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning as a government agency responsible for the fund
management. The second option is similar to the first one in that there will be an
establishment of an environment fund under the auspice of the Ministry of Natural
Resources and the Environment. However, it differs from the first option in that the
management of the fund will be responsible by the newly established public
organisation, namely the Environmental Fund Management Institute (Public
Organization), a public organization. By this option, the management and efficiency of
the fund will be streamlined as it eliminates bureaucracy stemmed in the classic
government system. Finally, the research team proposes the third option - one that is

seen as the most sustainable solution to the development of the environment fund.
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Under this option, the Environment Fund will be established as an independent
government agency outside the law on government administration or the law
governing state enterprises. The fund will be a government agency under the
supervision of the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment. This ultimately
results in the fund being independent of the government management and financial

regulatory system.

Key words : Environment Fund, Environmental Conservation, Environmental Protection,

Public Organisation
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