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Abstract

This research aims to investigate the concepts of local administration in terms of
decentralization, power structuring, and task as well as the role of key individuals who raised

those concepts in the council meetings from 1932 to 1976.

The study finds that in the 45 years, Thai legislative institutions frequently changed due
to Thai political changes, and it made an effect on the concept of decentralization and

structuring local administration. The study is divided into four period of time as follows:

1) During 1932-1952 the local administration had one organization. In this period there
was only municipality which the Thai sovernment created for training Thai people to learn
about democracy after the 1932 Revolution. The development of decentralization was slow and
not as fast as the expectation of the government.

2) The second period had more types of organizations. There were bill consideration
and continuous local administrations. This was an attempt to seek more approaches for local
administration than the two previous decades.

3) The concept of local administration raised in the council parliamentary meetings
under the dictatorship and semi-dictatorship in 1958-1973 went along with the political context.
There was rarely any free discussion about decentralization and local administration during the
compete dictatorship. But when the house of representatives was made by election many ideas
were presented.

4) The concept of decentralization and local administration under liberalism after
October 14, 1973 was open for ideas. Even if many thoughts were not put into practice, the

concept of decentralization under democratization has significantly developed.
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by Terence Ball, James Farr, Russell L. Hanson. New York: Cambridge University Press,, pp.6-23. ; Pocock, J.G.A,
(2009). “Verbalizing a political act: towards a politics of speech” Political Thought and History: Essay on
Theory and Method. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 33-50.
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The concept of local administration and decentralization raised in the Thai

parliamentary meetings under the dictatorship and semi-dictatorship in 1958-1973%>

Sarawudhi Wisaprom“*%

Abstract

This study aims to investigate the concept of local administration and decentralization
under the process of democratization and de-democratization in Thailand. The concept of local
administration raised in the parliamentary meetings under the dictatorship and semi-dictatorship
in 1958-1973 went along with the political context. There was rarely any free discussion about
decentralization and local administration during the compete dictatorship. But when the house

of representatives was made by election many ideas were presented.

Keywords: Thai Local Government/ Decentralization/House of Representatives/Political Thought

% This paper is a part of research project entitled “The Consideration of Local Government Concept by the

Thai House of Representatives: Decentralization, Structuring, and Tasks of Local Administrative Organizations in
1932-1976” which was supported by Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI.)

%26 |ecturer of Political Science, College of Politics and Governance, Mahasarakham University
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